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USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3)

CHRONOLOGY OF QUTSTANDING EVENTS 1972

Completed Post-Deployment Standown at NSC Oaklandy

California
Moved to Triple "A" Shipyard in San Francisco for RAV period
Nominated for NEY Award as SERVPAC Representative T

Completed RAV period at Triple "A" Shipyard in San Francisco

Commenced one week of underway training with USS MARS (AFS-1)
and USS FLINT (AE-~32)

Commenced one week of underway training with USS FLINT (AE-32)
Underway for Southern California and training operations with
USS WABASH (AOR-5). Embarked two CNO guests, RADM, STANDLEY,
USN (Retired)and COL. [, UsA (Retireq).

V¥sited San Diego, California; debarked two CNO guests
Conducted Personnel Inspection and COMSERVGRU ONE Awards
Presentation. Embarked two hekos from HELSUPPRON THREE
(HC-3), plus 20 NJROTC students and three civilian guests.
Underway for three days of operations providing services for

units assigned to Fleet Training Group, San Diego

Completed Southern California training operations; debarked
NJROTC students, civilian guests and HC-3 helos

Arrived NSC Oakland, California
Annual Supply Inspection

Commenced nine days of Refresher Training with FLETRAGRU,
San Diego, California

Arrived NSC Oakland, California and commenced PrexDeployment
load-out

Annual 3-M Inspection

Pre-Deployment and Admin Inspections conducted by
COMSERVRON SEVEN Staff

Departed NSC Oakland, California, enroute WESTPAC
Chopped to SEVENTH Fleet
Arrived Subic Bay, R.P. Helicopter Squadron THREE,

Detachment 106 embarked

ENCLOSURE (1)
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First replenishment operations of the WESTPAC cruise
conducted in the South China Sea

Visited Kaohsiung, Taiwan

Conducted replenishment operations in the South China Sea
Crossed the Equator at Longitude 107-04E

Visited Singapore

Conducted replenishment operations in the South China Sea
Conducted replenishment operations in the South China Sea
Captain C.R. LONGW relieved Captain
C.C. CARTER, USN, as Commanding Officer
Visited Hong Kong, B.C.C.

COMSERVPAC, RADM. ARMSTRONG, visited ship

Visited Kaoh&iung. Conducted vertical replenishment
(VERTREP) exercises with two Republic of China destroyers

Conducted replenishment operations in the South China Sea

Conducted CTF 77 cross—deck transfer from USS KITTY HAWK

(CVA-63) to USS ENTERPRISE (CVAN-65) using NTAGARA FALLS helos

Upkeep period in Sasebo, Japan

Conducted underway replenishment operations in the South
China Sea

Commenced seventh replenishment "line swing" of the cruise
in the South China Sea

The secretary of the Navy, Honorable John WARNER, and
CINCPACFLT, RADM,. CLARY,visited NIAGARA FALLS in the Gulf
of Tonkin

Celebrated Christmas Day off the coast of Vietnam delivering
mail to TF 75 NGFS units

Arrived Subic Bay

-2- ENCLOSURE (1)



USS NTAGARA FALLS (AFS-3)

NARRATIVE

NTAGARA FALLS with Captain C.C. CARTER, USN, Commanding completed a
post-deployment stand-down peried at NSC Oakland, California, on 2% Jan-
uary 1972, and moved to Mare Island Annex, Mare Island, California to
off-load ammunition and prepare for a restricted availability period.
She moved to "Triple-A" Machine Shop in San Francisco om 31 January and
commenced a much needed six-week restricted availability (RAV) period.
One of the key jobs completed was the installation of a new UNIVAC 1500
Computer System to enhance.the ship's automated underway replenishment
capabilities. This computer alsc aids the FALLS' financial control cap-
ability. : ' .

On 25 February, word was received that NTAGARA FALLS had been nomi-
nated for the NEY Award as the Service Force, Pacific representative for

the best large mess afloat. This marked the second consecutive year that

NIAGARA FALLS was selected to represent Service Force, Pacific. On 5
March, during the RAV period, CDR D.E. HARRIS, JB., USNR, relieved CDR
R.M. BALLINGER, USN, as EXecutive Officer of the NIAGARA FALLS.

Upon completion of the RAV period on 8 March, the ship moved to NSC
Cakland toc load supplies and prepare for local training operations. On
13 Yarch, NIAGARA FALLS steamed past the "Golden Gate" for the first time
in 1872 as she commenced one week underway replenishment training in NOCAL
operation areas with the USS FLINT (AE-32). The ship returned to NSC
Oakland, California, where she remained for the balance of March.

Continuing this underway training through April, FALLS was selected
to provide services for USS WABASH (AOR-5), which was undergoing ship's
qualification trials (SQT). Embarking two special CNO guests, retired
RADM STANDLEY, USN, and retired COLONEL . USA, on 17 April, NTIAGARA
FALLS commenced underway training exercises with WABASH in SOCAL opera-
tion areas. Debarking the two VIPS in San Diego on 21 April, ship's
company commenced a well earned liberty weekend in beautiful San Diego.
On 24% April, a Captain's personnel inspection was held and was followed
by an awards presentation ceremony by Commander Service Group ONE, Cap-
tain BOWLING. Medals were presentéd to three officers and twelve en-
listed men of NIAGARA FALLS; the awards represented outstanding perfor-
mance In Southeast Asia during the ship's 1971 deployment. ‘

Prior to the ceremony, the ship had embarked twenty NJROTC students
from Santa Anna Senior High School, Santa Anna, California, and three
civilian VIPS to observe the underway training, which included a Train-
ing Battle Problem observed by Fleet Training Group observers. The ship
also embarked two helos from HELSUPPRON THREE, Imperial Beach, California,
to participate in the three days of scheduled training operations.

Upon completion of providing services to ships undergoing Refresher
Training on 26 April, FALLS debarked the VIPS and NJROTC students by helo
and headed north toward home, Alameda, California.

The annual Supply Inspection was held on 23-5 May for which the
FALLS was eventually aparded the Blue "E" for excellence in the AFS

2
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flest for fiscal year 1972.

The beginning of May was a turning p01nt in NIAGARA FALLS stateside
,employment. An abrupt schedule change was received, and the ship was in-
structed to prepare to deploy te WESTPAC on 15 July, three months ahead
of schedule. NTAGARA FALLS quickly completed preparations for Refresher
Training (RFT) in San Diego, which was moved up one month. Commencing
"REFTRA" on 15 May, the ship went through nine rigorous days of training.
A comprehensive batile problem on 235 May completed this intensive train-
ing period.

Upon completion of REFTRA, NIAGARA FALLS then turned north toward
N5C Oakland, and while enroute received word that her deployment date had
been moved up to mid- June. The ship commenced_ an arduous pre-deployment
lcadout on 26 May at NSC Cakland, utilizing twole ~hour shifts. The fol-
lowing 21 days were tiring as well as difficult and trying because of a
shortage of time to complete the loadout and the usual pre-deployment
inspections.

The week of 5 June, NIAGARA FALLS had its Maintenance Material Man-

agement (3-M) Inspection. The Pre-Deployment Inspection (PDI) was con-
ducted by the COMSERVRON SEVEN Staff on 8 and 9 June. The results of
these inspections found NIAGARA FALLS with an overall evaluation of "Sat-
isfactory." Completing the loadout of GSK and Ships Store Stock on 10
June, NIAGARA FALLS moved to the Army Refrigerator Dock, Alameda, to load
freeze, ¢hill, and dry provisions. On June 16, FALLS was fully ready for
deployment in all respects and sailed for WESTPAC.

On 1 July, the ship concluded a fifteen day transit of the Pacific
Ocean and mocred at NSD Subic Bay, Republic of Philippines to load addi-
tional provisions for upcoming replenishment operations. HC-3 DET 106
flew on board from the U3S WHITE PLAINS, and the FALLS was now fully
equipped for maximum combat support. Fighting the elements of the mon-
soon season and a limited time at pierside, NIAGARA TALLS sailed from
Subic Bay on 5 July for her first "line swing" with a full load. Fleet
transient personnel totaling 107 were embarked for further transfer (FFT)
to their respective ships in the Gulf -of Tomkin.

The ship's first customer of 1972 was the Amphibicus Readiness Group
(TG 76.4) in the Gulf of Tonkin., NIAGARA FALLS battlied inclement
weather, heavy seas and worked long arducus hours during this "line

~swing" to get the job done. It appeared that the FALLS was replenishing
the entire SEVENTH Fleet as ships continued to ask for large amounts of
stores. The ship found time to make three runs into DaNang RVN, to pick
up dairy products (milk and ice cream) and mail for the upcoming customer
units. Dairy products were good seiling commodities on Yankee Station
and the mail served as a great morale boost.

Completing the line swing on 20 July, NIAGARA FALLS returned to
Subic Bay on 21 July and commenced loading out for the next "line swingl"”
During this inport period, replenishment data from the first line swing
was complled and released, indicating the FALLS replenished 53 units, is-
sued 952 short tons of lcad list subsistence and 5C short tons of dairy
products in a fourteen day pericd. This was a record line swing for an
ATS, exceeding the previcus record by 200 short tons. This fact, coupled

-2- Enclosure(2)
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) The "gators" {(Amphibious Ready Group) were the first customers on .
24 November and the FALLS provided them with 47 short tons of stores, 5
This was just a "warmup" for the USS AMERICA (CVA~66) and her escorts, '
who absorbed 250 short tons on 25 November. The ship then paused in
DaNang to provide an INREP for Fleet Air Support Unit (FASU) and to pick
up dairy products. By 26 November, it was quite apparent that scheduling . f
problems were going to be even worse than on previous "line swings." '
Rapid changes, including cancellations, last minute requirements or adds,
altered dates and rendezvous points, combined with overlapping of message
traffic were becoming routine. On 27 and 28 November, the FALLS
"floating super market™ serviced seven destroyers, two Afs and the USS
NEWPORT NEWS (CA~148) for another 250 short toms 6f cargo, not to mention
large quantities of mail, fleet freight, and passengers,

A refueling rendezvous at 1500 on 28 November, with the USNS TALUGA
(TAC-62) was aborted due ‘to a request from CTG 77.9 for immediate SAR
@ssistance concerning a possible downed F-4 aircraft in the ship's

Vieinity, about 40 miles north of DaNang. Expeditiously arriving on

.. the scene, the FALLS assumed on-scene-commander and conducted SAR '

.. operations until departing the search area on 29 November. Other units

joining in the search were the USS NITRO (AE-23), the USNS TALUGA and

the USS BORDELON (DD-881). .

After relinquishing om—scene-commander to the USS NITRO, the FALLS

- steamed towards an early morning rendezvous with two members of the
surface Nuclear Navy ~- USS ENTERPRISE (CVAN-65) escorted by the USS
BAINBRIDGE (DLGN-25), On 30 November, NTAGARA FALLS' helas were tapped

with transferring the COMSEVENTH Fleet band from the USS OKLAHOMA CITY
(CLG-6) to the USS AMERICA (CVA-66). Batween this evolution, the helo
transfer of two Vietnamese midshipmen, and the day's other commitments,

NTAGARA FALLS squeezed in g DaNang dairy pickup. Finishing the "line
swing'" on 3 December, the ship turned toward Subic Bay, the port many of
ship's company had adopted as the FALLS homeport in WESTPAC.

On 12 December, the ship departed Subic Bay for the seveath "line .

swing" of the deployment and the last "line swing' of the vear. The first

two days were ominous signs for this "swing." Evening CONREPS on 13

- December with the USS McCAFFERY (DD-860) and the USS O'CALLAHAN (DE-1051)

were cancelled due to heavy seas and of 10 customers scheduled for 14

December, cancellations and delays resulted in a final count of three

VERTREPS. The scheduled CONREP with the USS MAUNA KEA (AE~22) was
cancelled at the last moment in order for the FALLS to pick up a MEDEVAC
from the UsSS Cong (DD~866) . Also, 15 and 16 December each produced one
cancellation. On two occasions, helo assistance was requested for

~engine transfers from another MLSF unit to a carrier. These engine
transfers allowed an early return of aircraft to ready status, as these
aircraft ware sorely needed for the intensified bombing campaign taking
Place in Southeast Asia, A flag ship shift for COMDESRON 21 was also
accomplished, three MEDEVAC requests completed and the rapid transfer of
fleet freight and passengers from ships in thehgygg_pgggmgrrather routine
evolutions in conjunction With our replénishment schedule.

On 24 December, the Secretary of the Navy, Honorable John WARNER
and CINCPACFLT, RADM CLARY, arrived by helo for a Christmas visirt, during FALLS

VERTREP services to SAR/PIRAZ units in the northern part of the Gulf of
Tonking Christmas day was a day of rest,except for the helos and their

i
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crews, who picked up and delivered mail for NGFS units operating to the |
north of Dallang. A light schedule of two VERTREPS on 26 Decerber %
caonclddéd mobile logistic support operatioms in 1972 for the NTIAGARA FALLS,
During this last "swing,"” the FALLS saw 232 passengers cross its flight
deck, 75 measurement tons of fleet freight transferred, and 10,100 pounds
of mail delivered.

At the end of the year, NIAGARA FALLS still had three months remaining
in her WESTPAC deployment. TFor the deployment until 31 Décember, FALLS
steamed a total of approximately 34,800 miles, while furnishing logistic
support to 304 fleet and shore activities. Total amount of provisions
issued were 5,463 short tons and over 50,000 line items of spares, repair
parts and consumables. Fleet freight transfers totaled 354,547 pounds and
mail totaled 63,761 pounds.” NIAGARA FALLS "“international airport" handled
785 passengers -- all personnel transfers were made via helo. The helos
provéd to be the mainstay of the FALLS' replenishment effort, as 81 per
cent of all replenishments were VERTREPS,

~b~ ENCLOSURE (2)
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.ief Warrant Officer -ta‘kes his swiings at the
Tormer Special Services car.

»

The Navy Relief Fund Drive hit combat
stores ship USS Niagara Falls full swing, or as
the case may be, full swings. It all started
when the ship’s Special Service vehicle was
declared beyond economical repair. Afier a
quick check with BUPERS, the Captain received
permission to make destruction and burizl of
the car a feature event in the Navy Relief
Charity Drive, .

Enroute to San Diego, Ensign*
the drive coordinator, gathered all hands tor a |
destruction derby. An auction was held to

determine the highest bidder for <he privilege
of striking the first blow. That mighty blow
was struck by Chief Warrant Officer

i Mr. shipmates then took over
with sledges and fire axes to severely punish

o

this old sedan at the rate of 10 blows for a
doliar.

After 870 worth of blows had been siruck,
the wreck was swung out over the side and a
refile was heid to determine who would use
the explosive cable cutter and buty the w
at sea. Radioman Second Class
won the honors and cut the car loose.

Then it was cleanup time for the mess on
deck. Mr. [ lElhad thoughtfully spared the
“deck apes” by arranging to rent the services

of Captain C. C. Carter for $5, the XO for $4, £
department heads for $3. The captain retaliated Rl
by renting all 28 chief petty office v

cleanup was ehimaxed by Ensigns "
and the two deck division officers, [
when their men rented them to carry the G. L. :

can to the fantail. There was a mighty cheer f
from all assembied as these two ensigns did
their duty.

Other events held on the Falls included a
pie eating contest, a night in the Captain’s
In-port cabin with breakfast in bed served by
the XO, a bake sale plus others which netted
100% participation and $360 for Navy relief.

The Spscial Services car prepares for its burial after giving its
all for charity aboard USS Niagara Falls. '
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ATS5-3/03:ata

5750
Ser:],].g;
5 MAR 1974
Report Symbol 5750-1

From: Commanding Cfficer, USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3)
To: Director of Naval History (OP-g9B9)

Subj: USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3) 1973 Command History
Ref: (a) OPNAV INST 5750.12B

Encl: (1) Chronology of Outstanding Events 1873

(2} Warrative

(3) "Welcome Aboard" Pamphlet

(%) FALLS Information Pamphlet, "FALLS FLYER"

(5) Photograph of USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3)

(6) Photograph and Biography of Captain C.R, LONG, USN, Commanding
Officer

(7) Commanding Officers of USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3)

(8) Commander Service squadron Seven disestablishment ceremony
program

(9) Roster of Officer Personmel assigned during 1973

(10) Copies of "Family-Grams"

(11) Major Ships and Activities replenished during 1973

(12) "Well Done" messages received during 1973

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) through (12) are
hereby forwarded. ’

Copy to:

CNC

CINCPACFLT
COMSEVENTHFLT
COMSERVPAC
COMSERVGRU ONE
COMSERVGRU THREE
CHINFO
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08
07

08
9

21

24

27
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08
10
11

12
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20
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Jan

Jan

Jan

Jan

Jan

Jan

Jan

Jan

Jan

Teb

Feb
FPeb
Feb
Feb

Feb
Feb

Feb
Feb
Teb
Peb

Mar

CHRONOLOGY OF OUTSTANDING EVENTS 1973

Celebrated New Years Day at Subic Bay, R.P. as a member of
SEVENTHFLT'S MLSF.

Completed six days loadout at NSD Subic Bay; underway for
Singapore,

Arrived Singapore Man-of-Wap Anchorage.

Conducted boat INREPS with USS KRAUS (DD-849) and USS MCUNT
KATMAT (AE-16) in Singapore.

Conducted boat INREP with USS HORNE (DLG-30) in Singapore,
Underway for fivrst line swing of 1973, eighth line swing
1972-1973 WESTPAC Cruise.

HC-3 Det 106 cross-decked at sea to USS WHITE PLAINS (AFS-4),
NIAGARA FALLS taken under tow in Danang harbor by USS
CHOWANOC (ATF-100) due +o main engine casualty,

CHOWANOC relieved of tow by USS ABNAKI (ATF- 96) during
transit to Subic.

Arrived Subic for repairs to main engine. Assigned RAV
period from 27 Jan to 08 Feb,

HC-3 Det 105 cross-decked to NIAGARA FALLS from USS FLINT
(AE-32) in Subic.

Dock trials for main engine repairs,

Conducted sea trials for main engine repairs.

CASCOR main engine, completed loadout.

Departed Subic for Kaohsiung, Taiwan. Returned to Subic due
te low vacuum in main engine.

Nominated for Ney Award as SERVPAC Representative,
Conduected sea trials for main engine repairs, returned +o
Subic,

CASCOR main engine, underway for Kachsiung.

CHOF to CTG 72.1 enroute Kachsiung.

Arrived Kaohsiung for provisions loadout.

Departed Kachsiung for services in the South China Sea,,
began second line swing of 1973, CHOP to CTQ 73.5,

Arrived Subic.
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06

07
08

10

18

18

20
23
24
25
28

02
05
i2
30
14

29
30
02

25-30 Jun

28
09
10
14

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

Mar

Apr
Apr
Apr
Appr
May

May
May

Jun

Jun
Jul
Jul
Jul

Completed loadout for third line swing, departed Subic
enroute Kachsiung, CHOP +to CTF 727

Arrived Kaohsiung for provisions locadout,

Conducted hele INREP with USS DECATUR (DDG-31), USS LAWE
(DD-783), USS DIXIE (AD-14), USS KING (DLG-10), USS CHANDLER
(DD-717), and USNS TALUGA (T-A0-62) in Kachsiung Harbor.
Departed Kachsiung for services South ChHina Sea, CHOP to

CTG 73.5. Commenced tenth and final line swing of 1972-1973
WESTPAC Cruise.

' HC-3 Det 105 Helos transferred to USS CONSTELLATION (CVA-BL)

to assist in CTF 77/COMCARDIV FIVE staff cross-deck to USS
ENTERPRISE (CVAN-B5),

Enrcute Subic, diverted to the Northern Gulf of Tonkin to
replenish expended firefighting equipment TG 78.0 (END SWEEP)
units depleted due to fire in USS ENHANCE (MSO-437).
Arrived Subic for final lecad adjust prior to OUTCHOPD.
Completed load adjust.

Cross-decked HC-3 Det 105 to USS FLINT (AE-32).

Enroute Yokosuka, Japan, CHOP to CTG 73.3.

Arrived Yokosuka, commenced offload of freeze provisions to
NSD Yekosuka.

Departed Yokosuka enroute Alameda, California.

CHOP to¢ COMTHIRDFLT.

Arrived Alameda, commenced Post Deployment Standdown.

COMSERVRON SEVEN informal inspection visit,

Commenced eight-week Readiness Improvement Period (READIMP)

RADM P.B. ARMSTRONG, COMSERVPAC, visit,
Commenced INSURV Inspection.

‘Annual Supply Inspection.

Completed INSURY, continued READIMP,

SECAS Validation.

COMSERVRON SEVEN Disestablishment Ceremony on board.
Underway for ISE.

Inport NSC Oakland, California.

Concluded READIMP.
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14-15 Jul Hosted Naval Reservists from Fleet Expansion Unit, Alameda.

17 Jul Underway for Seattle.

20-22 Jul Inport Seattle, held general visiting 21 July.

23 Jul Enroute San Francisco,

24 Jul Asslsted USS SACRAMENTO (AOE-1) during her underway Material

Inspection. RADM P.B. ARMSTRONG, COMSERVPAC, vigited ship

via highline.

26 Jul Inport NSC Oakland for pre-RAV period.

31 Jul COMSERVGRU ONE visit,

07 Aug Shifted to NWS Concord for ammunition offload,

13 Aug Shifted berths from NAS Alameda to Triple A Machine Shop,

san Francisco, Ca. toc commence ten week RAV including NDF
conversion. Dependents cruise held during berth shift.
15 Oct Underway for two days of RAV sea trials in local San

Francisco Op-~areas.

16 Oct RAV sea trials completed, inport NSC Oakland.

18 Oct COMSERVGRU ONE visit,

18 Qect RAV completed.

23 Qct Completed post-RAV ammo load-out at anchorage.

30 QOct Underway fér ISE and UNREP exercises with SACRAMENTO off the
coast of Oregon.

01l Nov Inport NSC Oakland.

02-03 Nov Helicopter certification inspection.

05 Nov Underway for type training off Southern California.

07-08 Nov Provided services to Fleet Training Group (FTG) units,

conducted helo exercises off San Diego.

08-11 HNov Inport San Diego.

09 Nov Training Readiness Evaluation conducted by FTG San Dieago.

12 Nov CHOP to CTG 54.1 (COMFLETRACRU) for Interim Refresher
Training {(IRFT).

12-20 Nov Commenced underway IRFT.

16-17 Nov Impert San Diego.

20 Nowv Conducted Final Battle Problem, CHOP to CTG 33.1 upon

completion IRFT.
21 Nov Inport NSC Ozkland.

Enclosure {1)



26 Nov
27-29 Nov
10-11 Dec
17-21 Dec
29 Dec

Entered POM, commenced pre-deployment loadcout.

Annual 3M Inspectiocn.,

Pre-Deployment/Admin Inspections.

Shifted berths to ARD Alameda for ppovisions loadout.
HC-3 Det 109 arrived onboard at NSC Oakland.
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provisions leadour.

21 DEC Shifted berths to NSC Oakland.
HC-3 Det 109 arrived onboard at NSC OQakland.
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USS NTIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3)

NARATIVE

NTAGARA TALLS with Captain C.R. LONG, USN,:commanding complated a six-day
resupply loadout at Naval Supply Depot, Subic Bay on 3 January 1373 and got
underway for Singapcre. After arriving at Man-of-War Anchorage in Singapores

on 6 January,.shé conducted boat'INREPS will USS RICHARD E. KRAUS (DD~849) and

_JiUSS MOUNT KATMAI}(AE 16) on 7 January and with USS HORNE (DLG-30) on 8 January
ff?After completlng a fresh prOV131ons locadout at:anchor, FALLS was underway for
uﬁ;the flrst llne sw1ng of 1973 the eighth of the 1972-1973 WESTPAC Cruise.

" The 91ghth line swing of the cruise proved to be as arduous as the
nreviqus oneé. NTAGARA FALLS replenished five aircraft carriers and their
escnrts, annAmphibious Ready Group, ten service force units, SAR/PIRAZ units
nff North Viééﬁam and the usual steady customers the NGFS units off the coast
of Republicrof Vietnam. In addition she made four trips to Danang to piék up
;fresh dairy products and mail for distribution to Tonkin Gulf units. A +total
nf 46 ships were replenished and 971 short tons of load list and subsistence
items were issued in a thirteen-day period.

On 21 January HC-3 Det 106 was cross-decked to the USS WHITE PLAINS
(AFS-4) at sea. On the same day, NIA%ARA FALLS was taken under tow 1n Danang
harbor by USS CHOWANOC {ATF-100) because of a main engine casualty. t was
discove?ed that the forward nigh pressure and low preasure turbine bearings

were damaged from a momentary loss of lube oil. CHOWANOC was relieved of her
tow by USS ABNAKI (ATF-95) on 24 January and on 27 January NEAGARA FALLS
arrived in Subic Bay for main engine repalirs. She was assigned a Restricted
Availibility (RAV) period from 27 Januany to 8 February. On 2 February HC-3

Det 105 cross-dacked to NIAGARA FALLS from USS FLINT (AE-32) in Subic Bay. On
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'5 Feﬁfuery satisfactory dock trials ware condueted, followed by se=a trials on
18 Eebruery. Additional repairs were required, and NIAGARA FALLS returnad to
Subic Bay. Re-supply loadout was completed on 10 February and on 11 February
she got underway for Kachsiung, Taiwan, only te have to return to Subic dus to
low vaccuum in the main engine.

On 12 February word was recieved that NIAGARA FALLS had been nominated for
the NEY award es the Service Force, Pacific representative, for the.best
ﬂ med1um general ﬁess afloat.ﬂ Thls marked the third consecutive year that
.fNIAGARA FALLS wae selected to represent the Service Forcs, Pacific, in thls
;t atagory. A "WELL DONE" for thls note worthy performance wasg received Ffom =
ﬂﬁCommander Serv1ce Group THREE, RADM COLE,
| - The low vaccuum in the main engine was the result of metal fatigue, which
caused e‘£Wenty-four inch long crack on the top of the low pressure turbine
casing. On 18 February NIAGARA FALLS successfully completed sea trials and
was underway“for Kaohsiung for a fresh provision loadout. Arriving in
:Kaohsiung eﬁréénfebreefj;‘%ﬁe idéd;qt was conducted overnight and NIAGARA FALLS
was underway for the South China Sea and her ninth line swing of the cruise.

While enroute to the Gulf of Tonkin she replenished USS RICHARD E. KRAUS
(DD-849) on 22 February. The next day proved to be a long and arduoue as
NTAGARA FALLS replenished nine NGFS cestomers off the coast of Republic of
Vietnam. On 24 Febrmwary she was in Danang to pick up dairy products and to
1lift the excess subsistence etores out of Fleet Air Support Unit Danang, to
assist in the phase down and closeout of.that activity. On 27 February she
headed for Subic Bay. Althocugh a short line swing, 69 passengers were
transferred, 6000 pounds of maill wers delivered, and 30 tons of fleet freight
were handled in addition to the sixteen UNREPS which amounted to some 355
short tons of provisions.

On 1 March she arrived in Subic and commenced re-supoly loadout for her
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‘tenth line swing. The loadout was completed on 6 March and she was underway
~for Kaohsiung, arriving the next day. On 8 March NIAGARA TALLS conducted
VERTREP operations in Kaohsiung harbor %ith 53 DECATUR (DDG-31), USS WILLIAM
C. LAWE (DD-763), USS DIXIE (AD-14), USS HKiNG (ULG-10), USS THECDORE E.
CHANDLER (DD-717), and USNS TALUGA (T-A0-82}.

NTAGARA FALLS departed Kaohsiung on 10 March and began her tenth and final
line swing of the‘cruise on 12 March with a dairy pickup at Danang, - The
following daylwé# very busy in the Northern Gulf of Tonkin as she re-supplisd

a total of 17 units of operation END SWEEZP, the minesweeping operation off the

coast of North,Vietnam.'KOn 14 March she VERTREPPED the northern SAR units and

then headed for a 15 Mafch'géiiy}picknp at Danang. After the milk run; |
NIAGARA FALLS UNREPPED USSV ENTERPRISE {(CVAN-65) and escort. Another milk run
was made on 17 March, and on 18 March USS CONSTELLATION (CVA-64) became her
last regular custom;r of the cruise when she recieved the 14,584th (and last)
pallet of materizal issued since FTALLS avrival in WESTPAC in June 1972.
‘Following the VERTREP, FALLS' helos were transferred to CONSTELLATION to
assist in cross-decking Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN/Commander Carrier
Division FIVE Staff to ENTERPRISE. Ths final line swing consisted of 26
replenishments of some 454 short tons plus the normal passenger and mail
transfers. NIAGARA FALLS headed for ?ubic only to be diverted to the northern
Gulf of Tonkin to replenish expended fire fighting equipment that Task Group
73,43 (END SWEEF) units had dépleted during a Ffire in USS ENHANCE {MSO-437).
She also onloaded the crew of ENHANCE for further transfer to Subic. 0On 20
March NIAGARA FALLS arrived in Subic for final load adjust prior to QUTCHOP
from SEVENTH Fleet. Load adjust was completed 23 March and on 24 March HC-3
Det 105 was cross-decked to USS FLINT (AE-32). On 25 March NIAGARA FALLS

turnad her back on her second "home," Subic Bay, and sailed for Yokosuka,

Japan.
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tons

' Uurlqg ten line swing. from June 1372 to March 1973 N.nGARA FALLS
repl nished some 367 ships of 28 different types. She issued 224 short
2 T mai 917 passengers and issued
shert

oI Fle=t frelight, transferred 70,708 bounds of mail
¥ 67,000 line items (GSK/provisions/sb;ps store) totaling 8032

a total o
On 28 March. she arrived at Naval Supply Depot, Yokosuka and commenced off-

tons,
0ffload comnleLed, she then deuarted

On 5 April she departed

loading excese.frCZen prov1s;ons-
Aprll bound for her California home,

the Western Pac1f1c'(WESTPAC) area and returned to the operational command of

Kkaosuka on
. On 12 Aprll NIAGARA FALLS arrived at NSC Oakladd and

;?Commander THIRD leet
commenced g well deserved post deployment standdown.
On 30 April- Commander Service Sqguadron SEVEN came zboard for an informal

NIAGARA FALLS also underwent a post-deployment electronics

On 14 May the post-

inspection v151t.
1nspectlon conducted by Moblle Technical Unit NINE,
i -week Readiness

deployment standdown was over and she entered an eight
This period was designed as an intensified

Improvement (RBADIMP).perlod
period for training and maintenance, and many ships force jobs were completed
cruises. On 14 May, Commander Service Force, Pacific,

as wall as two FAST
came aboard Fo¥ h visit
The annual Supply

‘RADM P.B. ARMSTRONG

On 2% May a teanm from the Board of Inspection and Survey commenced
NTAGARA FALLS' first INSURV Inspectloe since cemmissioning.

an the next day and was completed on 2 June The findings of

on beg

Inspsacti he
INSURV TEAM proved extremely useful in indentifying reguired repairs for

eports which replaced

conduct a Ships Equipment Configuration Accounting System (SECAS) validation.
. .

The 11
ships Torce and shipyard accomplishment.
Trom 25-30 June a special team from NAVSEC San Diego came on board to
23 OF

This wvalidation provided the data base for a seri
the NAVSHIPS 4110 report and listed every piece of elsctronic and interior

-



commmications equipment carried on the FALLS.

On 28 June Service Squardron SEVEN was disestablished ia :

33
o
o/
D
¢l
=
)
E_‘_J

ceremony on board NIAGARA FALLS. Administrative command of “TSGARA FPALLS was
assumed by Commander Service Group ONE.

HIAGARA FALLS got underway for the first time since veturning from WESTPAC

on 9 July for Independent Steaming Exercisas (I3Z) in local San Francisco

. operations areas and returned to NSC Qakland onp 10 July. On 14 July the

READIH? period comcluded. -
On 14% and 15 &uly NTAGARA FALLS hosted a group of ¥Naval Reservists‘irom

the Fleet Expansion Unit, Alameda. These reservists were able to sample ship-

board life and exﬁerience in two days. Indoctrination briefings were céndugted
ard each man was given the opportunity to work within his specialty. General
damage control dfills were first conducted by ships force and then by the
reservists. A f
On 17 July NIAGARA FALLS was underway for Seattle, Washington. Along the
'way general drills were conducted, and she arrived in Seattle on 21 July, |
General visiting was conducted on 21 July. On 23 July she got underway for
‘San francisceo and on 2% July served as the assist ship for USS SACRAMENTO
(ACE-1) during her Underway Material Iaspection. During the course of this . 3
evolution, Commander Service Force, Pﬁcific, RABM P.B. ARMSTRONG came aboard
via highline for a visit. .0On 26 July FALLS was inport at NSC Gakland and
began her pre-~Restricted Availibility (RAV) period.
Commander Service Group CNE came aboard for a visit on 31 July and on 7
- August NIAGZARA FALLS shifted berths té Naval Weapoms Station, Concord,
ifornia to off load ammunition in preparation for the RAV. The next day
she shifted to NAS Alameda to make final preparations for the RAV. On 13

August NIAGARA FALLS entebred Triple A Machine Shop, 3an Irancisco, California
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JTo commence a ten-week S..pyard period which included con.ersion to Navy

N

Distillate Fuel (NDF). A Dependents Cruiss was held in conjunction with +

)
»

berth shift that morming.
During the RAV a large amount of work was completed by outside contractors.

3

However, a significantly larger amount was completed by ships force. The kay
shipyard job for this period was the NDF conversion. A concentratad effort
was put forth by every work center on the ship, and the net result was an
overall 1mnrovementl1n the materlal ;condition of the shlp.

As the. RAV'drew to a clese the ship got underway on 15 October for two
‘idays of sea trial§_in the local. San Erancisco Op-arsas. On 15 October-ihe
- returned to NSC Oak1and upon completion of sea trials. Commander Service
Group ONE was aboard for a visit on 18 Octoben and the next day the RAV
o%ficially ended. NIAGARA FALLS shifted to an anchorage in San Francisco Bay
on 23 October for.ﬁer post-RAV ammuniticn loadout.

In the upcoming weeks NIAGARA FALLS intensified her training schedule as
.she got underway on 30 October for several days of ISE and UNREP exercises
with USS SACRAMENTO (AOE-1) off the coast of Oregon. She returned to NSC
Oakland on 1 November and on 2 November received a Heliccpter Certification
Inspection which qualified her to safely operate with almost any type of
helicopter used by the Navy. On 5 November she was underway for Southern
Califernia and a period of type traingng. On 7 and 8 November she provided

services to Fleet Training Group (FTG) Units and also conducted YERTREP

operations with helicopters from HELSUPPRON TEREE.

“ntarin Rafresher Training (IRFT). A Training Readiness Evaluzation (TRE} was
conducted on ¢ November and on 12 November NIAGARA FALLS shifted oparatidnal

commanc to Commander Task Group FIFTY FOUR point ONZ (COMFLETRAGRU) and began

.,

the underway period of IRFT. Training evolutions were conducted both underway

5
trg
S
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[ and'inport‘from'12~20 NoVember.. A comprehen81ve Flnal Battle Problem'r .
completed this 1nten81Ve tralnlng perlod on 20 November and NIAGARA FALLS
shifted back under the operatlonal control of eommander Task Group THIRTY THREE

point ONE (COMSERVGRU ONE). The ship arpived at NS Qakland on 21 .November

and on 26 November commenced load out for the next WESTPAC Cruige, scheduled

to commence on 3 January 1974

The annual Malntenanoe Material Management' (3M) Inspeotwon was conducted“*

27 toR9 November.r On 10 and ll December Commander Servmce Group ONB conduoted

the Pre—Deployment/Admln Inspectlon on board’ and the shlp was pronounced ready

to deploy for her’ flfth WESTPAC Crulse.' Commander Servmce Group ONE Captaln :;fj

W.W, McKENZIE, commended NIAGARA FALLS on her appearance- and overall readlness. }uf

Finally, the flscal year 1974 Annual Supply Inspection was conducted on 13 ';b-“

Decembear,

NIAGARA FALLS shlfted berths to the Army Refrlgerator Dock, Alameda, fork§

‘pPOVlSlonS loadout from 17 to 21 December. Flnal preparatJons for deployment-

.., Were completed oTl 29 December when HC-3 detachment 109 arrlved on board at NSCff_;?

Qakland,-
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PHOTOGRAPH OF USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3)
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L4 _CHARLES REMINGTON LONG, U.S. NAVY

‘ Capt - vies Remington Long entered the Navy in July 1948 freom
fstudent s o go Glendale Colleze and UCLA, and upon graduation from '
+ithe Holloway Midshipmen Program. and £light school training in Pensacola,

-t Florida, was commissioncd an

Following commissicning,
‘tions at Pensaccla, Glenview
and sea duty assignments incl
-Attack Squadron FORTY SIX as

Ensign on 2 September 195¢6.

Captain Long served at ‘the Naval ‘Aix Sta- '

and North Island. His VarioUs aviation
ude USS INTREPID {CVA-11) as Cca officer;:
Administrative and ‘Operations Officer;

'Operations Officer in USS JOLN F. KENNEDY (CVA-67); Carpien Ain Wing

" SEVEN as Operations Cfficen (
‘Navy Air Strikes north of Han
L EIGHTY SIX == First as Execu®
.Of the first Navy A7 "CORSART
- |Flag Lieutenant to Commander
Attack Squadron FORTY~FOUR.
turned as a student to Stanfo
.in Far Eastern Affairs, and ¢
‘in Washington, D.C., Ffirst wi
rant Branch llead, Far Rast »ra
-slon and, again, Just prior t
the Secretary of Defense as &
ras Political~Military Advisoi

Captain Long is a recipi

vihere Captain Long plammed the fivst U.S. -
ol in September 1965); Attack Squadron

ive Officer -- andjtheniComménding’Offioer.';
LI Squadron. He alio served as-Aide and

Carrler Division TWO and Instructor with
Turthering his education, Captain Long me-
rd University, obtaining a Master's Degree-
Le Naval VWar Cellege. He served two tours’
th the Chief of Naval Operations as Assist-
nch of Ci0politico-military policy divi-

© reporting to the FALLS, with the office of

xchange Officer with the Department of State:

» Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affaivs.

ent of the following medals and awards:

Bronze Star, 5 Ain Medals, 4 Navy Commendation Medals (with combat "y,
Navy Unit Commendation (with svap). American Theater, National Defense,
Korean Service, Navy Occupation, Vietnam Service. Vietnam Campaign,

Vietnam Presidential Citation

. United Nations Service and. Navy Expedi-

tlonary. IHe is the only militavy recipient ‘of .the Special Secretary of

State Award of Appreciation’ . -

NAS Alameda with their two ch

ildren,

Captain LéAng and his wife, _residé at \_,
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COMMANDING OFFICERS OF ussg NTAGARA PALLS (A7 -3)
oned

August to 11 Tebru oy 1970
CapTain Z.M. COCKE, USH

12 Tebruapry to 20 October 1571

Captain C.C.CARTZR, USW
20 Qctozer to 30 Septemben 1972

Ca tai C.R. LONG, Usy
30 September to Present

ENCLOSUR

FAN
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{?ammnggr Servicg Szyaa&rm Sev.en
Sgrw'ca g;rce‘
United States @acﬁﬂ’c Gloet

:Dﬁzsiagﬂsém;zf @ergm;zy

—

SERVICE SQUADRON

..‘2(%> ﬁ!wze 7‘973

Cr Board Z{’SS O\fs’agam Galls (&f‘-gS 3)
E/{ S, ANaval Supp[g; Ge}z[er) Oalland
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HALEAZALS

ALA {BE-25
SS KILAUEA {AS-76)
USS MOUNT #3030 (AZ-29)
USS FLINT (AF-32

U$S3 SHASTA [AE-3
USS KISKA (AE-35
WOBILE TECHNICAL UNWIT NINE

w EA
e L3 e I3 M3 T

Captain J. G. BEMiHAM,

Captain C. R, LONG,

Capnktain €. . SHMTTH,

Commander L. R. JEFFERIS,
Commander W, G. A, SYMPSOM, JR,,
Cormander V. L. COOKE,

Cormander Lieutenant A, DIRYIANSKIS,
Commander W. R, SWAN,

Cormander T. G, KIEFABER,
Commander H. J. SUTPHEN,

Captain R. L. RRSMUSSEN,

Captain T, 5. BOGEAS,

Captain W. C. GRAHAM,

Captain J. R. ROCKWOOD,
Lieutenant R. N. LIES,

Previous Commanders of Service Squadron SEVEN

Captain W. W. GENTRY, USH
Captain R. G. SHUTT, USH
Captain A, F, BETZEL, UsSH
Captain J. 5. GLLER, Jr., USM
Captain €. . GROMEMANN, USH
Captain R. E. CRAWFORD, USHN

8 Oct 1964--15 Apr
15 Apr 1966--17 Fab
17 Feb 1967--28 May
28 May 196B--26 Sep
26 Sep 1069--24 May
24 May 1971--28 Jun

USH
UsH
LiSH
1SN
Usil
usH
SN
USH
usi
LS
USH
UsH
LS
USH
usH

1556
1967
1968
1969
1571
1473
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CAPTAIN R. A. BOWLING, U. S. NAVY

Captain fiofand A, DOWLING, fromm Was bom_
He cnlisted fn the Navy in November 194G, Sorved 1n U5S E (DD-155), USS WYOMIMNG

(BZ3-32), and was advanced to Electrician‘s Mate Third Class before entering the Naval
Acacdomy in 1942, Mo graduated from the Academy in June 1345 and was comiissioned an
[nsign, U. S. Hawy.

Follgwing Lhe Academy, Captain ROWLING attended Amphibious and Mine Warfare Schools
in Little Creek and Yorklown, Vireinia. He participated in World War 11 minesweeping
-operatiers al Tsushisa Straits, Woleai Atoll, Truk Atell, and Satawan Atoll in 1846 and
1947 during which time he served in USS TOWHLL (AM-388) and commanded three minesweepers
YHS-410, 1463 and 1155 MAGPTE (AMS-2R},

In Julv 1847, Caplain BRLING entered Submarine School znd foillowed this with a tour
of duly in bES POMPRET ($5-32F).  Feom February - Augusi 1950, he was a student at the
Naval Sefhnat for Deap Sea Divers where he gqualified as a Deep Sea Biving Of ficer {ie02),
Suk-nquent tours faund him serving in USS SUNBIRD (ASR-15), USS inR0 (S&-127), 1155
3 A (AG-Z3} {as OFficer-in-Charge), LSS TRINGA (ASR-16) (as Commanding Officer), USS
G . oIER {55-523) (as Lxegutive OFFicer), and YSS CUTLASS (S5-478) (as Commanding
Officer).

From Miguse 1957 - duly 1962, Caplain BOMLING served In the Durcau of Naval Personnel
as franchk Promvam Manager for Dvina, 3alvaac, UDT, Hine Warfare, and Submarine training;
i oas Prajecd Coordisator far A% Solaarinn Iraining Facililies ashore. After this tour.
he seryed on the Siaf0o of COMCARDIY | 2/008ASKARY 3, COMSUBRON 3, and COMFIRSTFLT.

n Anus b DIGG - Belpnary 1908, Caitain BOXLHIG servad as Commanding Gfficar of
- f /) ing which Line the ship participated in fouriern conbat

e enciny din Yicem, s st duty before joining

Oy Bxercgse Brangh, General dperatines Divinion, 00100

1

Aiashingtan, B0

Capiate BOMLTRG ancuged Covmnad of Sorvice broup DNF an 15 June [N/,

Lo the Torsae
e,

© corvenlly

Coetags |

iy

ves bedn

and & so

CAPTAIN R. E. CRAWFORD, U. S. NAVY

Captain CRAMFORD attendad Dartmouth fpllene, Hanover, New Hampshire; entared the
U. 5. Havel Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, in July 1942; and received his commissicn
in June 1845,

Captain CRAWFORD's sea duty tours were initially in Destroyers fvom 1945 to 1247
and later on submarines from 1948 to 1968. His last sea tour was as Commanding Officer
1SS AJAX (AR-6), a SEVENTH Fleet unit based in Sasebo, Jepan, and the Filagship of
Commander Service Group THREE from June 1968 - Octaber 1870.

His shore essignments have inciuded duty as the Naval Science Instructor with the
Saval Beserve Officers Trainin- Corps Unit at Pennsylvania State University; duty in
the Surface-to-Surface Missile Division, Bureau of Aevonautics, Washington, D, C.;
duty under instruction at the Armed Forces Staff Coliege, Norfolk, Yirainia; and dyty
as Assistant Head of the National Palicy Section for Pacific and Soufn Fanl dain
Affairs in the Strategic Plans Division (0P-60Y, OFfice of the Chief of Maval fperitieny
Mashington, D, C. Prier o reporting for duty as Commander Scrvicn Squadvon S1vidll,
Captain CRAUFORD served as Head, Arms Control and United Nations Branch, Polittco-
Wilitary Policy Division {OP-61), OPKAY, from December 39690 through March 1971,

Captain CRANFORD assumed command of Serdice Squadron SEVEN con 24 May 1977.
Following disestablishment, taptain CRAMFORD's next duty will be as Commanding Officer,
flaval Inactive Ship Maintenance Facility, Puget Sourd Nzval Shipyard.

Captain CRAWFORD ¢ marriad to the fofmer_. of \
ﬂ. Their permenent residence is
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Selections by the Twelfth
Naval District Band
Remarks and Reading of Disestablishment Order
Captain R. E. CRAWFGRD, U. S. Nawy
- Cormander Service Squadron SEVEN
Official Party Arrives in
Ceremonial Area
Kaul Down Captain CRAWFORD's
Broad Command Pennant
Mational Anthem
Presentation of Broad Command Pennant
‘ To Captain CRAWFORD
Invocation v
Commander R. R. SCHEER, Chaplain Corps, U. 5. Navy \

) Benediction
Lieutenant Commander E. YV, BOHULA, Chaplain Corps, U. 5. Navy
Remarks by Captain Ro Ao BOWLIMNG, U. S. Navy
Commander Service Group ONE



COMMANDER SERVICE GROUP ONE -

Cormnndeor Servis

: : was established on 1 July 1964, under Commander
Service Forcn, 1L :

r ‘ : t The Group is a mwajor naval command commandad by
a Laplatn of the ricted line, Commander Sarvide Group ONE and Staff are based
at San Dleao, Califerria with headquarters at the U, 5. Naval Statfon. Commander
Service Broup OME Tnciudes ships and unTts homeparted in San Diego, Long Beach, and
Service Squadron SEVEN which is comprised of Service Group ONE units hemeported in
San Francisco, Concord, and brecerton aroas. i

Congmander Service Group ORE was established to give greater command contral over
the wrobile togistic support shins and units operating in the Pacific Fleet. As the
Wnst Coast representative of Commander Service Force, U. S. Facific Fleet, hased at
Pea;} Harbor, {e der Service Group ONE provides for the operational, material, and
adainistrative matters affecting Service Force ships. In addition, Commander Service

Group ONL is respensibie for the Ingistic and maintenance support, as well as certain
phases of the nucerting and routine of ships being transferrad to NATO, SEATD, and
cther friendiy Toreign qovernments under the Military Assistance Program.

Campandar Service Group MME reporss 1o Commander THIRD fleet as Task Force
Commandur oF THIRG Firel {oqistic suppart Group. In discharge of his duties,
Cammand e Group GHL deals directlly with Lhe Fiect, Force, Tyoe, Naval
District, Havil fase. Haval Shipyard, and Pacific Peserve Flont Commanders whose
heaaquarters are & the Pacific Coast. ‘

» fthaugh Commander Service Group ONE and staff are parmanenlly assiyned 1y he
f e Coast, most of the ships in the Group deploy ab vrequiar intervals Lo Lhe

Ao, oxen Pacific whore thoy repordt to Cormmander Service frontp THREF | hased at Sasnbo, ©
Japan, for oprrationzl conirol.,  Under Pacific Ficet nrganization, Cormander Service

Group THREE parforms fusctions similar ta those of Compander Servicoe froup ONE, in

supnart af the SEVIKTH Fleok,

weld of a variety of ships and units including Fast

i Mhips, Slores Ships, Combat Stores Ships, Replenish-
siv Ships, Fleat Ocean Tugs, Auxiliary Qceen Tugs,

o, and the Service Force Petroleum Schaol.

Service Group
Combat Suppopl. Shipn .
ment Qiters, Flant Oiivrs, &
Mobite Flecbronic Tochnion!

COMMANDER SERVICE SQUADRON SEVEN

Commander Service Squadron SEVEN was established concurrently with Commander
Service Group OHE on 1 July 1964,

The establishment of these commands was part of the administrative veorganization
of the Service Force, U. S. Pacific Fleet. The primary purpose of this reorganization
was to improve the contrel cver the increased force levels brought about by B. S. in-
volvement in Southeast Asia.

Inttially, Service Squadron SEVEN consisted of 20 ships and Mobile Technical Unit
NINE. In 1967, Service Squadron SEVEMN increased to 30 ships.

Currently, Commander Service Squadron SEVEM commands ten ammunition shics, two
combat stores ships, one refrigerator stores ship, one fast combat support ship and
Mobile Technical Unit NINE.

As the only SERVPAC command in this area, COMSERVROH SEVEN monitors most SERYPAC
activities as well as supervises overhauls, availabilities and repairs of SERVPAC
ships in the Bay Area. The Squadron responsibilities entail continuous Tiaison with
COM 12 and COM 13; SUPSHIP 12 and SUPSHIP 13; RSC Oakland; NWS Concord; MAVSHIPYDs at
Hunters Point, Mare Island and Bremerton; NAS Alameda and NAVSTA Treasure Island; in
addition to the normal and frequent coordination actions with COMSERYPAC and COMSFRVGNU
ONE.

The ships of Service Squadron SEVEN fire na rockets, launch no afr strikes, dvop
no bombs - yet they have contributed significantly to the Vietram effort, supparituy
the ships of the SEVEKTH Fleet with vital suppiies and services.

The ammunition ships homeported at the Maval Weapons Station, Concord deploy
routinely to support the various units of the SEVENTH Fleet.

The two combat stores ships homeported at Alameda are known as the Navy's "floating
grocery stores.” These ships enable Fleet units including aircraft carriers, with
Crews of more than 4,000 men, to operate for sustained periods of time at sea.

The fast combat support ship LSS SACRAMENTO, the first of her class provides
Togistic support in ammunition, stores and fuel to units of the SEVENTH Fleet. The
fast combat suppbrt ship, the combat stores ships and the newer asmunition ships have
vertical replenishment capability which Includes helos and air crews as part of their
deploymant allowances.

Wherever you went in the Pacific, you would probably have found a Service Squadren
SLVEW ship. They opevated in the waters off Yietram, Japan, the Philippines, Singanrore,
Australia, Hawaii, and, of course, Seattie, San Diego and San Francisco. Sarvice
Squadron SEVEN was there when nesded.
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Officers assigned to USS NIAGARA FALLS 31 December 73

CAPT C. R, LONG

CDR D. R, HARRIS, Jr.
CBR
CDR
CDR

LCDR
LCDR
LCDR
LCDR

LT
LT
LT
LT
LT

LTJG
LTJG
LTJG
LTJG
LTJG
LTJG
LTJG
LTJG
LTJG

ENS
ENS
ENS
ENS
NS

Lo

CWO3
CWO3
CWO2
CWO2

WOl

Enclosure (9)









THE FAMILY GRAM OF THE UNITED STATES Mom & Dad Doe

SdIP NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3) {(Tour complete
zddrass) :
COMMANDING OFFICER - '5
Ca2TAIN C. R, LONG, USN s S John Doe, L3N :
' ' Division Aszigned
DITOR IN CHTIEF USS NIAGARA FaLLsS (AFS-3}
—-—USN , FPO San Francisco 95431
CONTRIBUTORS
2RODUCTION . - EMERGENCY!....ccsseneess aiBED EZLTT
s USN ‘ ‘i
SN If you ever nzed any assistance in
SN getting gquestions answared. or halrp
Usy in getting information to the FALLS,
COMSERVRON SEVEN Duty Officer is tha
piace to call, He can assist you I

contacting the legal officer, in
h arranging chaplain sarvices, and &7
providing general information. E2 .3

PNSN on duty 24 hours a day, Ths phons

NSy number is 415-869-2911.
CTRSN{(PN; 3N

EMTRGENCY COMMUNICATION INFORMATION
may be a TIme whasn real emergencies will exist which requirss the pres-—
ur husband == scz at home. 1In this regard, the American Red Cress has

-

gnment =2 asstst military psrsonnel and *Feir femilies. It will
rsonal zmd Zzmily matters, rendetr cartain finaocial assistancs in
ions =z=< czzain health and welfare repo;ts when needed, Plezse
atict I the emergency by the Rad Cross is mandatory bafoare amavr~

e comsccerzd for all perscumel, For this halp, you can conract
‘ice = ycumz avea, For Alameda, phone 413-5323-6447.,

. Izzancial cournseiing, or if some emergency “houL
13
by st

12 zive zssistance, Th

b
.
(D (l.}

0 send 2 tazlsgzgram In case of =

a-g ¥, YOU muSL oonfast youl
Rad Crass. Tn2y are the only -s-zaz tion authorized uvs ~on-
As with aar acergency, ths Zed Tross s ready £2 serve vou



THE END IS NEAR

writing we'ra enrcute to Kachsiung to pick up
fter spending 22 days in and arcund Subic Bay,
overhaul and repair to our angizeering plan:,
now better than ever and able Lo aza

'liberzy hounds’ on hoard are looking for
in order to get some rest for our next inper

Jq

Sariously though, we don't mind the hazd work and the long hours for
ER T L be over in iust a short time.

@erale is picking up as we near compiszcicn of cur current danloyment.
& 21zht months of arduous steaming, many of us ars starting to get
"zhannal F 7.8, - {We'll report

ight

i fever" in anticipation of our recturn to =k

cu cur arrivel date and place and where to get ¢
a - =

Thoughts znd emotions must be mixed for some of us, whe after forming
lzsting friendships with
i3k now ustoor cursalves (z

tnings. crmsidersd, wWe must consider ourseives the.berter .for
known and.sxperiencsd the many joys of a WESTPAC cruise.. . Most of
2zTy fond memoriss of chis deployment for some time to come and
o satisizcticn Ior having done our job well, Some of our crew
i beccme Zathers. TFor seme it will be the last, long
separaticz Irca loved ones at home; for others who have chosen
435 a2 cares>, just another of the interruptions te bs borne in
5% our way I I-%s.

5¢, fzrewell, Iuz:c Zay, Kaohsiung, Hong Kong, Singapore, Sasebo, and
iwkosuka and OPEN U7 TEaT GOLDEN GATE —- HERE COME D' FALLS!

-
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SAY FRANCIECS, TALITORNIA 95801
53 Februzry -
i
Decx 0505 Family,
: ) i Friends of the PALLS. iz you will readily dicecver
vagn o read the following pages, going home is sihe Thought on all of o

.

of our dérifuwent OUT ere in the

4

mewhat Fuzsy. Since the last

~3 pou know, einee the beaiwning
: 3 s
first time, o definiz te for heaw,c:

ifie, our returr dzie ha

e bez
y-orom, we have recezuac, For the

Fomz 2

nomz. I wich each one of you could have been here wiih me when T announc
the rnews - cheers, emiles, hats in the air ~ the whoie bit. So, barPn
the urforzszen; we will be homz in mid-April,

In aé&i'io., there is every reason to beligve that For the First month
= g able to eoncentrate on laave gnd rsgt
I Bz w2ll deserved.

If seperauion mokes the hecvt grow JOﬂdorj hen I ean tell vou that there arsz
about Fowr fmmired very Ford hearts on tha FALLS. In the mentime, the
Trougat o homeccming bocsts the spirits and provides sustenance fb” us to
Graw uror o pexrovm our remaining tasks before departure.

-7 2ioging, Toy I tell you, altl Oug? is sonesztivadle that I am some-

- ?orfial thos in my view of the long Line cf fine havymen who nava

g thair cowr=ry onl heve, the names of your men on the FALLS will alweus .

Beling at the hecs of tne list.

Chd Z?J_: FS R. LOEG

Captain, U. 3. Navy ﬁ’

C?rwuadzna Of ficer



"WE'RE GOING EOMEY

g wall as to the rast
; a feeiing cof relisf afte
nan oz were trained for ko maks
LLEES Tt zaused greatb happiness
fzmiliss, girl friends and friends.

hey have met cheir future
r the time it takes to cut
2 2 Staces wneve rthey will meet oncs

w2 have ssen many ports thiz cruis

and < course Subic Bay, Philippines,
experzance; and sach pert has its memeories. Ea
e people, their customs, and : n

8]

1

©

4]
-

o

J

En

We ar2 once again ending ancther WESTPAC cruise.
T Stiers it was thair second or even chair tnz=Z :
7257 hardships and zough times, along with the zoodé rimes are puc suz

for there is cnly sne thing on all of ocur mainds now, "WE ARE GOING

. CH



DEPARTMENT

CK

The Deck Depzartmenc is chat department of che ship which s raspoasiois

Izt tha sgeration of the ship's replenishment machinery and rigs, and for che
Lpkezp zud maintenance of the outsids sgacs of’the sthip, mseny ot 2ha prartior
apaczs ol ths sH;p, plus the ship's armamenc. Furchermore, it is involvad
i pracrnically every evolurlon on board the sniz in cne way or ancthar g
is ccmposed of ;20 men divided 1into three divisisns wizh the boatswain mates
making up first and second divisicas and the gunner's maces and fira control
cechnicians making up third division. Lizucenca: [ :s cae deparc-
ment head and is ajded by the shi Bos'n, CT and the chre=s
dxvrsicn cificers, Ensign ﬁ, Easign and Ensign [N

The snip is ‘divided in half by fizst zndé second divisions Fif T div-
isicn has responsibility for everything ferward of the superstruciure +che

art in the middle cf the ship), and second division nas r_ap01sibillty

aft 2f the superstructure,

BVETYCRInE

Typizcal Day Aboard the FALLS
waik around outside on the main deck you might sa=
Seaman Agpreatice chipping old paizt
Take a waik inside and you mighc see SR
two ¢f the 36 deck personnel involved in
replanishment.

ou wiili ses BM3 _ directing

on the winches., II you wander

T suppiiss for the naxt

k and

3
ces

d . sou will find SA making various can-
vég nzams for use cizoughouc the ship in the sail lscker. Ov if you stop by
thz deck office thews w21l be ¥N3 _ and SN_dcmg the
dzparrmant's paperwcosk.

wire brush, or aay =f the varicus ornhar

can go see sNIEEE - coc corward boarswain

in the afrcer beatgwain locksar. II you need painc,

Wzlk up pe the zrzzZgs, and you mighc ses BMSN the bozatswain
the wateh, givizz instruccions to his lookours, SN angé 3

Mzanwhile, 213 helmsman, SM‘SN_ and 1:

stations awaiting - '3 Zv
is getring 1n:iso
n Ceﬂ:ar db1 1

-
-

—mas
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WELCOME ABOARD T2 "I' DIVISION -~

17 Division has been established to zrzec and aml;larlze pe
ro cheir first ship, with this ship and a2 wavs of this shin, CW
(D)0 PP, appointed as "I" Division O0zZfizzy. The indoctrinacion bagins

3001 33 the map reports aboard. His service, pav, and Hea‘tn records ars verifizad
His service record is explained: to himy © if inform at*on in it requires cha 11g
iz is updatad. His pay record is explained to th if he has not been paid,

5 naid; if he wishes to scart an allotment, it is starced.. dla_healt“ record

s azplalqed if he has not received all the izmunizat ons.which he reguires,

he receives them. - The Career Counselor., SML aﬁd‘the Educacional
Services ?=tuy Officer, CTRSN (YN) explain the.career, advancement
and educactional opportunities afforded each individual. The "I" Divisiecn Officer
takes the men on'a.tour of the ship, explaining -the mission of the ship and what
areas or rasponsibility each department of the ship has in regard to the carry-
inz cut of that mission. The men are then familiarized with the ship s‘%aguTa—
tions, command policies, what is expected of each man regarding his performance,
responsibili—fas, duties, privileges, personal behavior and grooming. The

operating schesule is explained as closely as possible. The Damage Control
Assistant, Ensig:i# explains the principles of damage control
znd emphasizes ez man s respensibility regarding damage cuntrol The ship's
2-M Coordipztecr, ETC explains the principles of the Maintenance
znd Material Mamzgement (3-Y) system and the individual's role in carrying out
t223 system. The Senior Watch Officer, LCDR (NG interviews the men and
2firms their zssigmments to the watch bill. Upon completion of the foregoing
individual is interviewed and welcomed aboard by the

g CIfd The nzw man is now ready to report ta his prospective divi-
cn for Zuty and "“Houon =ew to the ways of shipboard 1ife, he will he able
It TZght 'in witz his C.“lSlon and be a NTAGARA FALLSWAN
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cthars

“"THE SEMI-WIDE WORLD OF SPQRTS, LIVZ MDD DIRECT FROM THE TALLS"
There is in reality quite a few athlec:z zuzlats oifered by tha FALLS for
participation in by the craw. Some arz a2l sports Like dozzing, golf and
¢nvolve team participation suczh a hasketrbell cug-of-war
ere is something for evervone TALLS,

Howzver,

the runners we have on becard ar

Among
in a Subic City Jr. High T-shirt jogging ir direcs
pation cf the 176 Summer Olym oyags 4 Two otaer land Yovers tnat
stand cut ara Warrant Oftlcerwand LTJC does most oI
nis running toward the Main €Gate and back? whil=z contines his jogging
to the Iorktruck passaueway

On2 oI the more well-known "Jocks" aboard the FALLS is -
stands about 6'3", weighs about 230 and is & cross between Dick Butkus and David
Frost??? Ze is well known for his wina arm, AStsr a2 hard day gn - the
gridiron, heading back to the ship, wide rzceiver went omd a-down
apd up pattsr= meaning he ran up the ship's gangway to catch a2 pin point pass o2

e

the quarter-dzck. However o
:ﬂlp on his cwz down and off
the moves over an Alurmu
ud" eoffensive back himsel
ssed bomb

Chalk cne vz

T

-

L

Tor the

famou
aments,
£ rope, grunt,
0 ¢rzz over a line,
vent Ihamselves froo
ing stamina, strengt-
ible line for the he=z~
to se= a 30 man line
more irightening to
gynamos, ircon lungs.
to ing life back ==

T -

— o= S S,
ZCST oL oz

Ty

-

trass

=

L e B i

g0 is a pretz: -iz

like everybodr =

>

sRkeet~shooting oz ==
though, afrer

**a*k stesx.

akc

e}

[ B A

T

zom e=zzed (NI,

ur X0, Don Harris, happened to be con his way off the
Naturally, an Alumnus from Nebraska has
= 3owling Green U. (CDR Harris being a ''mean-

:is playing days) so he grabbed the perfectl
Iiillllllli for

A8

ran it back and over a surprisad
huskers and the rest of the "Over the Hill Gang.”

Cmrn
AN

~ ~
o =

S .-.J..o

lately in che field of sports or should I say
on these halliowed non-skid coated decks are some of
=¢r and bravery parformed, These are the Tug-of-War
like this 15 men (remember, no WAVES on the FALLS v=:
:ry, growl, scream, holler, sweat, pass-out and try

__ly correspending number of men who In turn try to pre-

z pulled over this lins, summon their quickly diminish-
arisma trying to drag the other 15 over that contempt-
glory of a particular division. It is rather unnerving

of sick-pay after one of these exhibitions and its aven
six corpsmen standing by with resusicators, oxygen uasks,
cransplant kits and other wonders of medical science used
vpled or dying man.

zzal oun rhe FalLS, especially at the end of line-swing.
there frying o hic "the big one.”
fanrail of the ship is another favorite pastime. Tt'

eet shoob we zlmost aiways wind up having sea gull
in ¢hops, jelly-tfish supreme, cod cocktalil or some other
Ney Awacd wianing cooks are able to cencoct.

L
5

our semi-wide world
, goll and fennis

shore spor

zznzs are che 1 games, where little soic—
trzzzzed. Th e uwsually 7 inning affairzs
oo ig isn' averyone 1s gathered arcun:

0 rhe brim in
22Ius_iy go to the

cokes, leaving the ganms
niay softball,




Dasketball is played
a saiaci gzroup of cagers that are chosen D rapresent the i
zgainst ceams from ocher ships of the Sevanin Tleev. The

and

£
ups and <owns but maintain a high morzaie

i3
An exczllent 18 hele golf course provides 2 o
z an we're finished loading out, é
T ways a golf tournamant, and of cousse the big
b to c¢laim that I beat the 014 Mzn,' is zwarded o
T ncugh to beat him. This writer czonor clainm that
pl proken 110 oncsa.

alwava

3
around regring on our laurals
(=

prize, Dot a LTophy Di

the

game oi zolf.
even the most experiancad

[

those skillad and

£, he can-ciaim however,

5



FROM THE SHIP'S OFFICE

he ioi:owing personnel reported on board during the months of Juonuary & Feoruaoy:

(951
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fne zollowing is a list of personnel advanced zs of

T

MM3
SM3
DP2
PNS?

in

O

[
[%)]

) gl
|
P
(D L2 W

The Zollowing personnel reenlisted during the months of Jaruary & ?;brLé?§, as indi-
carsd:

cseeesesTWO vears
e sneas e FOUT years
ceisee..IWO years
srsesre WO years
R s £ vears
erese... WO years
seees-..FOUr yR2YS
esasssa. WO years

the current WESTPAC deployment.

Ao mow A h Rk ok oeoxom o= oR ok ok ok ok Yok ok ok ok ok ok oS5 %k kKRR Kok E N R K ox o=

W2 would like to w=_z-me zboard 'L(.‘DR_ who reported for duty as oo

_=st January 2lst in Danang. He replac=ss LCDR

—=z Commandant's staff, Twelfth Naval District, in Decambac.

Z>om the Naval SuoilT Center, Oakland. He and his wife.,

ro operationa. ==iages, the ship lost our previous helicopcer derachmenc

January to one - our sister ships, USS WHITE PLAINS. However, we ebaciad
1210 detachment -z Tirst week in February, Detachment 105 of

i HREE =—orted in Imperial Beach, California. The

! five gftioo 2r tached ar

ENS

' Qe
Leoptey sin-

si=ks

r
gl
1
[72]
®
[»]
[
ih
'-l.
0
w
a3
17
-
™
s}
fa ¥
[
(-",
=
o
L
(D
)
-
o
hos
-






THAZE TFAMILY GRAM OF THE UNITED STATES Mom & Dad Dea
SHIP NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3) {Your complate

address)
COMMANDING OFFICER

CAPTAIN C, R, LONG, UsSN s Senn Doa, TSN
: Division Assiznad.
EDITOR IN CHIEF U35 NIACARA FALLS (aFs5-3)
USN FP0 Zan Framcisco 96001

CONTRIBUTORS

EMERGENCT 1. vovssensssses  NEED HELE?

If you ever need any assistance iz
getting guestions avswe*@d er help
in gettding izfosrmation to the FATLS,
COMSERVRCON SZVEN Duty Qfficer is th
place to cail. He can assist you in
centacting the legal offizer, in
arranging chaplain seazvices, acd
providing general informationm. EE
is-on duty .24 heurs a day, The szcone
number is 415-869-2911,

u‘

EREINCY COMMUNICATION INFORMATION

Thare may be a time wo=c real emersencies will exist which ¢ guires tha pres-
ence of your husband or =c= a2t home. In this regzard, the American Red Crocg has
a special assignment. to zzstist military persconel and cheir Families, 78 will
assist with personal anc Zz—ily matters, render cartaia financial zssistance in .
emergency siltuations anc zzzain health and welfare repcrt

s when needed, Plaage
remempar, verification o= == emergancy by the Red Cross is wmendatorv before smer-
geaey leava can be cons:zosz-ad for all petfsonnel. For this hzip, veu can soncact
any Red Cross office in —==r area. For Alameda, phone 415~5323-5442,

If you should requirz Zinancial counseling, or if some emergsncy zhould arise,
the Navy Relief Society =2_.1 give assistance. The Aiamee thons aumber g 415~
B39-4183.

Sheuld vou wish to ===z 2 :uelegram in case of emergsancy, 7ouU must contachk your
--czl zthaztar of the Rz rtss. Thay are the only crgenizatiza curherized te con-
vzt us 5T tslagram, As wiin ozny amergancey, the Red Cress iz ready bo serve you,



USS NTAGARA FALLS (AFS-3}
FLEET POST COFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 96601

Daoar Folis Family: L

senyone L8 busily making fdnal pneoar""mé fon ocun .,wwag home, AL
o T YR ! 2T ; A
ine ﬂcvrem. we ane An Japan offloading the Last bits of faeignt and supplies
wiiok Lo snoving of4. As an added 5ea,the we. will e bxuna,;xag home aboul
273 moioneycles which wene ordered by the chewmembens of an Alameda-based
acterait cavdien but due to a Last minute scnedule change thoy were unable
Lo Zzhe deliveny before netuning to the United Stcm.aé

(ne o4 Zhe Navy traditions that many of the men cn the Falls will be pa:-
Lledipaiing in forn the finst Zime will be sieaming home under a "homewanrd
bownd pemnent,”  The regulaiions of Zhe Navy allow anwy MWIJ to §ly a Tomeward
bound penrcnd Lf Lt has been gone from the United States jor morne than' nine
consecuiive months. The pennant is home made by the erew out of any material
and one jeck in fLength fox every crew member. OQuwris will be 742 feet Long,

Altnousr Ihere 4s aliwayws ihe possdibility that unforesecen circumstances
ucn as uniavoaable wea,ma‘r could cause a Last minute change of plans in our
Lival, we -ahe! presently icheduled fo dall unden the Golden Gate some Zime

ta 1(

LA he secgad we&e c« sondl, at about noon. This is fentative Angormation '

30 rm-’ze SunE UoL QnecR Aot any mOCLLﬁ«L(‘.&U’}LGﬂ by phoning our Squadron Commandes,
xplicdl ingoamation on Ziz numben fo ecall, ete., is contained on the next

Tage.

iz all hope = te szzing you wailing on the plen when we refuin........

Capta,t,ﬂ,
Commanding Officen



TIN{i!  TMPORTANT NEWS:!:

AT long last, we've reachad the point ¢ sa 5 sav, '"California, here
iz come.” This, our last family gram will bs ¢ ¢t to you irom Yokosuka,
Japan —-- our last.port prior to arzival 3Stazasi we hadn't already seen
zouga ol aces, bought enough things aund spent & v, we're 2ll going o
rava our “lase whab." at ghe Navv  Exchnangss anc apiisnments of this love-

»7 Orisntal port city.

At ghis W”tlng, we are .about nvlCW‘y berwesn Subic.Bay and Yokosuka, and some
2% us are zlzrezdy catchln0 a.case .of th §3i£:;esh. Orerating out of a troplcal‘

7pe climate port of Subic where. fhe av e rage mean temperarure is 90° and &eading
via Japan where the-averzjs mean tcm erarurz is 70°, you czn readily
T oom medxc‘nals,. innalefs, decongestancs and long.johns by some oI

snyway, to the mzin point. Jur .boss, Commander Service Sguadron SEVEM, has ZIo-
—-ad 2 Tape systz: fo announcs arrival information for his ships. The number
frr this ship faformeticom service is 415-8 9 -3556.. . The fape recording will carzy
-

stimared arrival Zime znd exscro iscation as much as three davs prior -to our
T-7ai. I urge you Iz use tiis. speciazl service to avoid any possible inconvenizzoe
-2 7u have ao¥ urgenc. perscmal problems ycu require assistance on, you may cail
The OMSERVRCK SEVEN £ At %£15-869-2911 for assistance.

“o-the Bay Arsza from any discance and require accommo~
=sing the facilities of =he Navy Lodge acr Naval Air
s Alameda. Tafco-z=:on regarding chis service may be cobtained by calling

HH

o)

Sae you all soon.

Al Y 33y i i 1 bl i s L - N I TR PR LI
LU ) T T LU B S B Lt e e 4 T H] T T T g {2005 S0 T U U N B S M N S B B SN M M N )
- I .
If you would iike =: - moftfeze 2nd ~oaversation, or if

you are new in ths area - we 230 0 wall:

Cvusas s BH3-44T70

ca s s ss183-8358




THE WESTPAC CRUISE -- BY THL NIDMBERS

Turing the course of our tenm line swings, we ranlenished over 400 zhina
snere activities, and serviced virtually avery sihip tyoe in sxistsnce.
tls2t tugs to nuclear-powered aircrait zarriers. To do iais, we nave

sizaned 2 total of 55,000 miles, ovar two fimes arcuzmd the world, burning
3 172 million gallons of Navy fuel oil. %We mads 47,300 issues of merchan-

cize from our "warehouses' and were abls o Zill 927 of cur customers ra-
guests. This amounted to 3031 toms 0f =mazerial transierred, or, if you
lka 2 figureg, SIXTEEN MILLION SIXTI-THEREE T=CLSA¥D FGUR HUNDRE

u'ze not tired yet, read onl! We lssued 356,200 dozen eggs ddrin
tzr2e quarters of a yesar and 175,000 pounds o zzm. That!
4 3uncay =morping breakiasc for svery person in the San Francisco-Oakland

e

¥
I
i
r
w
]
A
o
c
v 00 o9
13

+  Ang then thHerz's beef-——one million pounds of ir! If wou linsd uz
T ¥

-

2a
=il the cases of stezk and hamburger that we sold end to end, it would strscc:
:izat milss, For the cigarette smokers, try this on for size. We issued
-+1,710 carvons, or jusrt sver 48 million of those tobacco sticks. And that's
£ 1ot of air poiluzion! .
Desp all =Z the Z=sressive statistics quoted above, there iz only ocnsa
Iigure wonich 1is r==3lv izportant now, and that's the number of days till ws =z

i
(3
How
it
kl

S
722% our lowsd omes. It doesn't take a slide rule to determine this.
£ any crew —smbsr. He'll tell you,

{

i
FE)
s
in
#



THE WESTPAC EXZERIENCE

a3t week, as the FALLS was sailing Zz:om Subic 3Bay s Yokesuka, Japan,
“irst leg of her leng journey hems, I zock seme time zo pausz and
t over the past 9 menths, a time wihich I . like vo »sfer o 2s the
2a0 EZXPERIENCE." I c2ll it this bacause I think thar for sach of us
:ize has had 2z somewhat differsnc mesning. TFor some, i was a chance

ax
to savs money for that vacation with che
fr

fz
it %as a chamce to buy everything from jade trees tc mctorcweles te hibachi
gots, Hew often did I hear someone say, "I can’t zfZord to pass this up!
I'd pay ctwice a8 much in the States,"’ Judging frem z tour threugh tha
Ti spaces of ‘the ship, not very much merchzndise was passed up.

b
Q

r many of our Filipinc crew members, WESTPAC meant a cherished oppor-
tunicy o see their families again. For mest of ‘us, the chance to visit such
places 25 Singapore, Homg Kong, Taiwan, Japan ard the Philippines was an
.experience we will long remember. Sightséeing was a very popular divé¥sion,
and we have the pictures tec prove it., =~ - ' Lo o
Perhavs most of all, however, I think our WESTPAC experience has given us
a greater appraciaticn for tke country inm which we live, As we sail under the
Golden Gate, I'm sure each cne of us, no matter how many times he™s denes it
before, will fesl that old tinmgling sensation as h2 realizes he's once again
bzck home ¢o the U,S.A. ‘ '

FROM THE SHIP?'S OFTICE

The foilowing perscemel ra2ported on board during the months of MARCH:

SK¢
‘SN
SR
- SR
po

IN
- SKSR

0S8y i
SR
MMFA

<2 following perscm=m=. wers advanced as of the 1ST of MARCH:

s2 SN
22 SN







CRUISE 300K

zctien of photographs of peaople and

Tha NIAGARY FALLS 1972-73 Cruisa
1 o
lz3t cruise. Divisional pincures wil

L% you would care to purchase one, the cost i3 53 =2ach ane will be mazlad
to you at no extra cost if your "sailot’ iz unable to piek iv ur gpr deliver
it o you himself. Just £111 in the slip below and mall Zr wisrh 2 35 monsy
or22r made out to the USS NIAGARA FALLS' Welfave & Zecreatzon *und. Plaasz
zddrass your envelope to:

Crrise Book

e/o Public Affa:::
USS NIAGARA FalLis )
FFC San rrancisco, C ik -%

Plezse pli=ce your order by 1 May sc that we will have an idea of how maz
cooks to primi. We anticipates delivery of the books by mid-TJuly.

»———-.-—.......—...-—_—.—.,_._—‘-.-_..—-——._——.-—....__.-.-._-—.....--—.___—-—----———-—n——-—--——-—

- The unde:aiz:aﬁ‘acfa55't¢’purchas¢' Cruxse Book{s; and pay fur same

>7 sending a $5 money ordsr for each book de ired.. Money ox rder is. made out o

733 NIAGARA 1“ALLQ welf afe.a Recrearlon £u1d

HAME OF ?ELATIVE CF NIAZ2ZA FALLS

TOTR ADDRESS

CIT ) S5TATE 7Z%P CODE
DATE PAID
Pleases Check One:

I desire my order == mailed zc ad

I do not desire =+ srder to be mailzd o me

{3coks w-fl"E b2 mailec =z any ras




Pagseating This Puollinilisn,
we baing sonin g pudds aad
244oals, the palial-mdecpdng, the
sanding, ihe hazmﬂa g4 The
siones and necoads, ine commund-
cations and n_.mgar_mg, ihe
covking, the nepals, cLLLnQ,
greasing and coL&Lng, Zne
cleaning, fixing, zainiing,
scaapdng and Zyp<ng o3 Thaee
hundred and eighly odd men wig,
from all walks ,aﬁ Lide, cex
facm the sua-swepd Flonida coacel
Tz the apoky olidss of Jaggon
and Wainz,  Faom the fhe bounti-
vol szamdand 0f Tewn Lo Zhe
£z windswept plains of Texas.
Faom the padnied desents of
dow Mexier To ihe dndusindel
complaxes of the Easfenn Sea-
Spaad, net fongatiing the golden
beaches of Caldjornia and
snow-glazed Roekies and some
o coming ai from jan avay as The
- emenald 15f2s of the Philippines,
Almoatl eveny slate and grza
nopheseniad along with a mulic-
fude v§ ances, colons and
chreds , wosking fogeiher, shaning
with you, sua Loved ones and
npadeis, wish gipesdences and ad-
vendunes , we baing o you . . .

_the FAMILY ZRAM, VOLLME |, NUUBER 5 0§ thz

Lu\a‘f TTT STATES SHIP NIAGARA FALLS {[AFS-3}



THE TAMILY GRaAM OF THE UNITED STATES . Yom & Dad Doe

SHI? NTAGARA FALLS {(AFs-3) (Your complet
‘ address)
COMMANDING OFFICER
CAPTAIN C. R. LONG, USHN S¥ John Do=, USN
Divigion Assigned

EDITOR IN CHIEF U5S NIAGARA FALLS (1:5—3 )
SC, USN FPO San Franeisco §6501

PRODUCTION

MERGINCY COMNUNICATION INFORMATION

There m=7 be a tims when r=al emergencies will exist which requires the pres-
ce o w=ur husband or son 2r home., In this regard,. the imerican Red Cross hasg

.Speciz. assignment tc zssisc military personnel and their families. It will
23818t with personal a=r fzmi®y matters, render certain financial assistance in
emergency sltuations ané sbtzin health and welfare reports when needed., Please
ra2member, varification =< the Smergency by the Red Cross is mandatory before amer-
gency leave can be conszisrs: for all persomnel. For this help, you can contact
acy Red Cross office in =our =rea. For Alameda, phone 415-523-6442.

)

[ i‘

b

If you should requi== ZZzancial counseling, or if some emergency should arise,
the Mavy Relief Society ==II give assistance. The Alameda phone number is 415-
859-4223,

Stould you wish to se=— a telegram in case of emergency, you must contaci your
iocal chapter of the Ra¢ I==ss. They are the only organization authorized to con-
tacz s by telegram. As %-z= any emergency, the Red Cross is ready to sexva you.



NIAGARA Fap Ll
FLEET POST
SAN FRANCISCO, -

Dasr FALLS Famity:

1T has oeen quiiz a whilr sanes owi faer saridygram,  Sdcce owh hefurn in
AL, Ehe crew has faken Zeave aad cinguiisz wuicund foom 2 Zeng crudse.  In
GIillusn, many oi’_d Limens have deganted z+3 we cave ~ziaued many new crew
memiets,

AhgA -L.a '"ut Lo sea duning mid-July, we began =

-'::,ga o4 hea 4. W2
o2 asw e... czed on the taik 93 Aeadying owrdelyes, 1 vall a3 Zhe shi 50w

AN PRXT Suaasedd J,...:w:,rm'!c_f&u ,ma_-ﬂ LLM&. SOMMEALE ADoLT :w.m,ng Oé 1974

A R - -
DTS 2L '-{JL oo
St

ComEmbens An emergency e*aok.,mwo) and the pro-
J, ‘s a8 they annive, It's basically an
tﬂ‘o(_w, and &hip into an eﬁ’éec/t«éve and smooih

the hard worh, devsotion and dedication o4

”Jgrfam may I weleome
wommuneations proves

Clu Tr Thi Ndagesa Tolil S
ol LR ARfohmanlon T0oyou ald,

R LONG
Captain, U.S. Navy
-V:fvr:rrrfrfa’,\,ng Uf gicen ’

ha uw wndusitndal wenk zecocmolished on the ou,s,



INTD THUE YARDS -~ TRIPLE Al

the Tripilz "A"™ Ship-
rnroaﬁd type oro-
s which ars rsguirsad

it

ust 13th, the FALLS will begin =
2n Francisco for the purpose of
and to zccompliish many repai

xtended deployment such as the st‘

Ssva:al months ago we submitted a list of zil the jobs we wanted accomplished

in what priority we wanted them dome. This 1is: was screened and several con-
£ 25 have been held to determiné exactly which jobs can be accomplished within
ca® lizited amount of ‘money budgeted. Following thiz, several shilpyards im the Zay
Arsa suimitted bldS, or estimates of how much momey it weould cost us te have these
jobs a: ctneir yard.. On August 6th, che bids were reviewed by Superintendent of
:hlvau__;_ng, thh.Naval‘District; and?the award was granted to TRIPLE "A" Shipvard.

23 meek'yard perlod will be a2 very busy one, since our own ship's force will
g air and-maintenance work in addition to that done by the shlﬁyard Mans
anel have worked long and hard. Just 0 prepare the ship for entering. the ship-

d muck work lies ahezd.




the past Thrses
Qakland, tha

v mant” ©c the
s 2 t homoLned on ot
o 2335157 US3 BACRAMENTO (AOE-1)
the zoast of Northern Washington.

=

Sgattla

cn Thursda: gt : ded a pilot for
i ily through the
ship passed
Neorthwest was
tg. Terry
lands in the
ccunhrj“whlcn

vzZern California,

.and many took adv:ntave of the
cand start casting. Of. course,
©s kept 2 good portion of us off

tp take z rwc day trip into British Columbia
recgrmends it as a beautiful vacation sgpoe-.
the border into Canada and vou are eithss in

sy at & ferry which amakes a two hour, scanic
the ¢ity of Victeria, located on Vancouver
¥ >

Iziand. zhe province of Vancouver, is truly a
baz £ ifestyie clicsely resambles that of
England, and tha gag:—:f—n: goes tu great lengths to maintain this provinecial,
old-Engisnd atmesphers. The natives are friendly and very receptive to U.S.
touriscs fand thair do_.323).

Dleyn

+zazing back to 2i ¥ morning, zhe FALLS got underway to assist
tho SACFAMENTO din her =zxzarcises Un Tuasday, we were visited by Admiral Armstroug,
il Zem Bree she Pagific, He toured the ship
ct and professicnalism of the crew.
lay D, 2 zuth for the Golden Gate, arrviving back
home an Tnu*sday ﬁc.b__:e cthe 26th. To zizse the zriicle with a2 personal obssr-
vation, whathar we'vs e fan

months, the szight of the Golden
s got o be one of the most
d ever gat tired of returning

and =zhe

1




NEW-BRIEFS

OPZIN HOUSE -- While inport Seattle, the FALLS ocpaned up the shipn to tha
T duct el
e

=
puolic for visiting on Saturday and Sunday. To
§

[}
us
E 4
o
H
i
r
8]
]

served, Over cue hundred local citizens
had a chance to do a little "showing off."™ I2 addiz
memoers residing in the Seactle area visizzd zha,zhi

DEPENDANT'S CRUISE -- Yas, there will be a dspendent's cruise in the near futurs
nd zore derails will be out scon. More than likely, the cruise will be eon Avgust
122k when the ship shifts from NAS-Alameda to the shipyard. Wives, families and
triends ars invited, aad zhe only restricrion iz that ¢hildren must be 8 years

of age or slder.. ‘More info te come soon.

CRUISE3COX IS COMING -- The 1972 - 1973 edition. of the ecruisebook is mow at the
printers snd we' expect tc begin mailing in mid-September. We regret the delay;
however, be assured.there will be a.cruisebook.. ' -
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FROM THE $ZI2'S QFFICE
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WZRE ADVANCED 70 THE RATE INDICATED:
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INSTDE STORIES:
Captain Long's Lelien
Preparing gon WESTPAG
News Briegs
Upward Seminars
From the Ship's 0ffdice



TAE FAMILY GRAM OF THF UNLraD STATES
SHIP NIAGARA TPALLS (ATS-3)

COMMALDING OFFLIONT vomw L TAad lboe
CAPTAIN C. R. [ONG, 18 wour ennplate

addrasgs
BRITTR 1IN CHiILY

LI, SC, u5h SN Joan TNae, JNY
Divisinn degigned
CONTRIZUTORS VSE NiaGaxt FALLS {AFS
PR

b
san Franciscu, A

LT, 3N

YNL L2
PRODYCTIUN

IN3 LEN

TN2 UsN

ART LAYOUT & DESIGN,
LITOGRAPIY
s N, s
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BMUAGENCY COMMIINTCA'TION TAFORMATION

There may be a time when real emergencies wiil erisc which requirves tue pres-
ence of your husband or eou at leme. In this regard, tle American ?cd {ress uas

a spzclal agsignment =c az~ist wilitary personnel and their famiiics., 1f wil
assist with personal aund fanily matterz, reader certain financisl assistonce
emergency situations and obtain lLiealth and welfare r@pcrts when neaded,
rememher, verificaricn 0i_the o emergency by the Rad Crozs is 3 mandatony j;
gancy ledve can be considercd for all pprqw*wel Far tnis help, you can
aiy Red Cross office in your area. Tor Alaneda, phone 415-5275-r&4A0,

If you should renuire financial counseling, or il sowme cmergencey siwueld arise,
the Navy Relief Society will give assistance. The alomeda nhone punber is 45—
869-4188&,

Should you wish to send a celegram in case nf EMATgerey. you wn @ ocontact vour
local charter of the Rad Cross. They are tie only organization authoritad (o con-
tact us by telegrum. Ac with any emergency, ihe Red Cross is reacy Lo sesve Toc.



USS NIAGARA Fal 3 =3- 5y
ELEET PO3T FF1lZ
ey BN akd 7 Pl IR ¥
SAM FRAMNCISCO, (-0 A Fgpfl
) -
[

Uoar ~olis Famlly:

L5
?“”

A, v . s ) o - e ety o 5.
fo gou Wil discoven Through neading iz subsizueal sag DL )
: A

Zhz m.ist 04 one of the Leas pledsing 2hl2 pants of Mo a_de. i caﬂa" ship;
2 snipyend repain period. The nodse 0f gainding znd coc Loping 4é CORLAAUCUS
and n2tve aacking. The dind and gaime Andacrad In poatd dulli cwt once

zxv2d and shining home, and many of the everyday acilcitiss are dis-
Z2d Zecause of on-going and needed ALPEANS »

£

~iZncugh oun present appearance belies much optimism, we Look §omumand
JETiirg

-
L,

Lre saaguvard {n about ? mote weohs,
L he FALLS nave my deep adméiration for having eadwied This

; d od spdnits.and ﬁrzmibuiad thein talents and much hard woak
souond amerouing The material condition of thedr ship.

dodns suz ;:Zanm,wg and preparaticn fon ihe next phase
cyels .u}u.,. Ly uniiway Aegfredhen Imcwung scheduled jon soutnzan

- S s Jﬁu‘..-.. 4..."‘; [ds Pl .“"’L_“J"Z.T“

(\,

Captoin, U5, "av y
Commanding Officer

3 back 0 sea and away fhrom the. umd;uwm,&_u depressing aimo-gokema
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Yizd vzried Continues. Ar
beow T2 ozzarm as-hundreda &
T i -
- £y

CUEIneal and improved **gh ork ing

¢rew' 5 hzads (restrooms in as part ci gu
adlliiy lamprovement program, Bo ilars are being repairss,
i:s:a'lad .and numerous other jobs aimed at exzendizg the
ace 1mpr ‘ng_its safery faatures are being acccmplisHeég

ircuit T V. Thacks zo a new program aeing _m:1emenred on certain
Navy shi:s, the FALLS is currently dnstzlling a closed circuit televisien

.syszan wnich wi_l be operational during ocur forthcoming deployaent. tqg ,
beaad 22w ECA XI-100 color 7.V, sets are being located throughout the 1p in

T2 Lrew members czn co
pre —*ecorded T.V. shows p*odu%ed by Armed Forc¢s

- & variety of other purposes. An office is baing
with ¢ apabllihy for both 11ve aﬂd v1dectane

.Jﬁnu::,az_ pa w:_l be significantly enhancaa=

X Day. Ox S** t=rday, Cctober 13th, the® Un*ted States Navy will s=lsbrate

2& 138th zmmiverszsry of izs establishment. ince 1775, whan the Couiinenzal
cmgress moved for zhe fivst time to appropr ia,, funds for the outfirting of

]
1

_laf sver vigilant as a protector of ocur shorss and
ths seas. Celebrationms are planned throughoutr tha
¥y Jay, and everyons is euncouraged o flvy his American

s, o= Navy hss
=2z pf freedc—
crzzizy in honor of
Flazz on the 13th.
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ihe Zollowing personnel were advanced to the rats indicarsd:
GG
o081

vy
.:A.l

ox2
- SK2

MM=
DE3

RM3
SK3
BM3
N3
SN
2T3 ; SN
M3 . ‘ SN

2P3
3M3

—cmgratulaticms ©o 211 these men,

-== Zollowing parscznel repcried on board for duty:

BIFN
MMEN
AXAN.
BTFA
SK3a
HTFA
SKsa
DPSA
SN
SN
SA
SA
SA

NEW OFFICERS

Wa welzcome on board a === ¥edical
Liguzenanz, tedical Corgs., USNR.
who is now practicling his srofession

The Zalic olog welcomes -= >0ard three new =n gn
snd s = (ENEI

falls Tz







THEZ FAMILY CRAM OF THE UNITED 3TATES Moz = Zzc Doe

SHI? STACGARA FALLS (AFS-3) (Four zowolsce
~C2IMANDING OFFICER.
CAPTATN ., R. LONG, USN 5N Jokn Doe, USH

o]
vision Assigned

. Divisi
N CHIEF USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3)
iz , SC, USN . ©  T¥20 San Francisco, CA
o R : 96601

EMERCENCY s uesvnennnenansas NEED EELP?

If you ever need any assistance in
getting questions answered or héﬁg
in getting information to the FALLS,

. COMSERVGRU ONE DETACHMENT ALPHA Duty

~ Officer is the place to call. He can
‘assist you in contacting the Legal
Officer, in arranging Chaplain services,
and by providing general information.
*He is on duty 24 hours a day. Phone

~number is 415-869-2911, 2012, 2913.

EMSSEENCY COMMUNICATION INFORMATION

Zerz may be a tIme whaz real emergencies will exist which reauires the pres-—
zace o= Tour husband or so= == home. 1In this regard, the American Red Cross
jas a special assignmerz —o =zssist military personnel and their familiss. Tt will
assist with personal an® fz=-y matters, render certain financial assistance in
ewergency situations api coo=in healtch and welfare reports when needed. Please
emembar, verificarion «—F o= emergancy by the Red Cross is mandatory before
-Amergency leave can be wxzsmrered for all personnel. For this help, you can con- .
tact any Red Cross offizs == your area. TFor Alameda, phone 415-523-6442,

Ml

If you should requi=s =inancial conusaling, or if some emergency,should -arise,
the Navy Relief Society ==.l give assistance. The Alameda phone numbar is 415~
82941388,

Sthould you wish to sa—d a telegram in case of amergency, you must contact
yaour local chapter of the Z=d Cross. They are the only organization authorized
to contact us by telegr=—. JAs with any emergency, the Red Cross is ready to
serT2 you,
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1T Zda u,cu&z: for many iz Do(,u.\”?, inat the months ot home have all
Slizres ceniad us and that we anz ahoul o sall back 1o the Wedtern
Pazcics. iz Lime has neally shcz by . A

te m2n 24 NTAGARA FALLS rauve been pul £7 2vziy Last in recent months
1IIT Tume em2ngis o velalfleent fdeidon, Evergone with whom

2 i QLRTILL, M‘L«L,‘t% and 1&5(‘4“"‘ them goa thedin

sET ITmoconvdaced that waal even acclaim fhey

Lriomen desinudng.  They arg (adeed a fine group

el ElRe TITZRE TS Oppontundly Lo Wb wld of dou members 0§
e s cmmldy, it iy Chadednas and o jogous holiday season.

Sidgagdiy,

e - —
C... R. LONG f
ﬁ.i’J/Cu.uu U450
C ’i"fﬁét/ldxx.rLJ 0 C2M



Tz nonrhs of Qectober tnrough
DarT 9raparlng for and undargoing
dgoiovrmant chacks.

Siovember 5, the FALLS sailed for San Disgo, z=-r
xand in the sunny, southern Californsa z-iew S

inport for a
fia

. 2 : ia
;oin their husbands for the weekend and a2 few husdands fisw North
-the time at home.  On Monday, November 12, we bezzn a week of
rerresher training, during which time con s

sz
drills and exer-
2il areas were conducted. We fired our guns, held damage control
:nducred battle messing (where the crew eats lunch while at .
ctions), and simulaced numerous battle situatic ns, all undefrthe
e7es. Of oObservers from the Fleer Training Group, the experts.
zion of this t:ai:;z¢ came the following waek with a final

'l)

batciza s_

c:ix:qae wnich f£oIlowed, the lnSpECEOIa nad hlgh praise for thur
=i 1ﬂ"1asm. ::é coop=ration of the ships complemenc. Wa

IJ

Z-adpur.

—unar=iv, we cculdn't vest on our laursls, as a comprabensive
AZmincstrzIiive/Pre-DepicTaent Inspection by our boss, Commandar, Service
o ' izc for mid-December. After several wesks of getting
. =& gcored very well on the insmection and wara

by Commscers xcKenzie as being in becter shane rhan any

z=ruee Group One soit oo deploy in over a year,
Also conductes '—.“ﬂdeecember was an annual Supplv Iospactisa, a2 come
prehansive reveiw z- =17 Supply Deparrment procedures. A grade of (uc-—
igranding was achiew=: =~ the Department, rounding oct a highly success{
Serizs of imspectiisns zmd proving once again that NTAGARA FALLS has che
‘mxmpar one crew iz zs Javy,

e



LOADING OUT

ive warehouses {holds):
the -izer Iour are four stories hien
Tha tzzzezzy of these holds is eguiva

rried aboard the Falls 1s “ivTidead into five
parts iistC consiscs 0f approximately 12,000
support of the Falls {spares for che racar,

tz.}. The aviation spare parcs lisc consists of
ich keep our two nelicopters in operational flying
Load List coasists of 11,500 jcems for "Sale” to

cz==ge ' from nucs and washers to $5,000 electinn tubes,
Tzzze of housekeeping suoplies su;h 2§ paper cups, MOPS.

czrounds, knives and forks, =tc., nscessary for ships
—22= shopping center arocund the corner. Incidentally,
:Tétcdfyls vi_i=z 22 52,000,000 30 we are racher croud of the men who

£27 iz racords siriizsz (we hope).

w& do a rather L s+ zompetition with the A & P also, Ve osre the "Beans”
porticn of rhe Beans - ._.lects and Rlack 0il mission of the Service force. Al-
though we can't ofifer -__ the luxuries of your local supermarket, we do carry the
provisions to make ow=> the best fed Navy in the world. For instance, we have
20,000 dozen eggs, 307 290 pounds of beef, 20,000 pounds of potactoces, 30,000

pounds of hot dogs, 47.700 pounds of butter, 100,000 pounds of flour, 30,000 .
pounds ol sugar, and <:sorted aquantities of 200 other delicacies like lebster,
fresh wilk, ice cream, atc. Our fruirs and vegecables for sale include cherries,
Lresh corn on the cob, watermelon, padavas, mangoas, Diwaapvles, waears, plums
and, of course, latiuca, comatces, cabbape and calery Mo ships snould go

hungry as long as the Falls is around.

finzl chkhofb of material is the ship store
#nich do not possess the necessary scorage s ae
@ ghelr homepo-ta. Qur 150 1tems range from mrating nepeyr and envelopes
ind shavine s LE auanticies such as 200,000 candy bars, 16,000
film, 150,007 zrrons or cigarettes, 10.000 pairs of shoelaces,

ages of rzo - blades, 2,000 pairs of showar shoes, and 70,000 bars

v

- of the wock involved orf stowing this material in

stock for sale ro other
Ace o calcty enougn while

above swounced o =7 3008 tons of cargs to
loyment dav. Tho. <-<:iied receiving mararial,

- spot,’ stagiag - - . Lerial sionpgside the shinp.
i striking bele~ - <2 asroper igvel, and




: cting it in the proper bim
2 ::1ai in its dasignated stora
avai_zdiz o satisfy other ships' re

if&m&s 2o not permit the luxury of wheeling
wLie suparmarket. iooking for the items on the sho

‘Yzadless to say, the past severzal weeks hzva rein Susy ounss for the Supply

t, and many of the men from the Deck Departmenc. The hours were long
ainly took away much desired and deserved liberty just prior to a depliov-
‘ cwever, the men did an outstanding job and are to be commeaded for
making Iha Fall};.eady for her mission: Service to the Fleer.




. themselvss
“nown, however,

s W ¢ . arm
Scu2afstz of the Imperial Russion Navy, was re—coalad wholiz cadergay in the Souts
CIiInE Fea.
“me razzlessios of the I 5S¢ d csal for their main
TroTuisiorn planzs fvom i = or i ina, A German

3
Govearnmant oy this
nzagrad) in cthe
parian Russia, ware

o Viac-o~wcsoozz, €
T .coal tvar o srimicive highline.

nE oirenical oo T ] z
SOSHESTVEN:Y & “zuadron nevar raached
Sauvadron was sssz-oyad be 2

Ch= famous battle o “isishima, which for 211 Drad

Russo-Japanase War.

g value of under—:v r
Greac Brircain, German and
lans, and the ‘=rvi

h

3 Forces of the naval powers of the world ware
iven an important new —ech {RE

—-- undarway :ceplenishmentc.
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Lnes wiose 1noa new Navy

will be r:
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g9, =
v Cencar, is r2iis ba (omman
TIoR- lne rizet Material Support Cifice, Machanicsbu

cn2 Io_lowing = -sz=c parsonnel have bessn cransrers
e Ll wotwmoncha.  Lood luck to all of thea,




"Copies of 1973 FAMTLYGRAMSY
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MAJOR SHIPS REPLINISHED DURING THE 1973 DEPLOYMENT

USS AMERICA (CVA-68) USS LEONARD F., MASON (DD-852)
USS BAINBRIDGE (DLGN-25) USS MAUNA KEA (AE-22)

USS BLAKELY (DE-1072) USS McCAFFERTY (DD-860)
USS BORDELON (DD-881) USS MEYER KORD (DE1058)
USS BRADLEY (DE-1041) USS MIDWAY (CVA-~41)

USS BROOKE (DEG-1) USS MILWAUKEE (AOR-2)

USS CACAPCN (A0-52) USS MONTICELLO (LSD-35)
USS THEODORE L. CHANDLER (DD-717) USS MOUNT KATMAL (AE-16)
USS CHOWANOC (ATF-100) USS NEW ORLEANS (LPH-11)
USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) USS O'CALLAHAN (DE-1051)
USS COCHRANE (DDG-21) USS OGDEN (LPD-5)

USS CONSTELLATION (CVA-64) USS OKLAHOMA CITY (CLG-5)
USS JOHN R. CRAIG (DD-885) USS CRISKANY (CVA-34)

USS ALBERT DAVID (DEL050) USS PASSUMPSIC (A0-107)
USS DECATUR (DDG-31) USS PAUL (DE-1080)

USS DIXIE (AD-1%4) USS PONCHATOULA (AO-148)
USS DUBUQUE (LPD-8) USS PREBLE {DLG-15)

USS ENGAGE (MS0-433) USS RAMSEY (DEG-2)

USS ENITANCE (MSO-437) USS RANGER (CVA-51)

USS ENTERPRISE (CVAN-65) USS RICH (DD-820)

USS EPPERSON (DD-719) USS ROGERS (DD-876)

USS FANNING (DE-1076) USS SAFEGUARD (ARS-25)
USS FLINT (AE-32) USS SAN BERNARDING (1,ST-1189)
USS FORTIFY (MSO-Lug) US55 SANTA BARBARA (AE-28)
USS FOX (DLG-33) USS SCHOFIELD (DEG-3)

USS GOLDSBOROUGH (DDG-20) USS SHASTA (AE-33)

USS HENDERSON (DD-785) USNS TALUGA (T-A0-62)

USS HORNE (DLG-30) USS TAWASA (ATF-92)

USS ILLUSIVE (MSO-448) USS TRUXTON (DLGN-35)

USS INCHON (ILPH-12) USS TURNER JOY (DD-951)
USS KING (DLG*10) USS WABASH (AOR-5)

USS RICHARD E. KRAUS (DD-843) USS WADDELL (DDG-24)

USS WILLTAM.C. LAWE (DD-763) USS WESTCHESTER COUNTY (LST-1167)
USS LEADER (MSQO-~L30) USS WICHITA (AOR-1)

USS GEORGE K. MACKENZIE (DD-836) USS WILTSIE (DD-716)

USS MARIAS (AQ-57)

SHORE FACILITIES REPLINISHED DURING 1973

Fleet Air Support Facility (FASU), Danang, Republic of Vietnanm.

ENCLOSURE (¢4 )



"WELL DONE" and Notable Messages

Received During 1973

Enclosure (12)
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3)
CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO 96601

AFS-3/03:clp
5750

From: Commanding Officer, USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3)
To: Chief of Naval Operations (OP-09B9)

Subj: Command History (OPNAV Report 5750-1) \R’H.;

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12B

Encl: (1) Commanding Officers of USS NIAGARA FALLS
(2) Chronology of Outstanding Events - 1974
(3) Narrative - 1974

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) through (3)
are forwarded as OPNAV Report 5750-1 for Calendar Year 1974.

By directiotf

Copy to:
COMSERVPAC



1 Jan

3 Jan

6 Jan

23 Jan

30 Jan
3 Feb

4-6 Feb

7 Feb
10 Feb

13-14
Feb

15 Feb

17-21
Feb

1-2 Mar

5 Mar

6 Mar

11 Mar

15 Mar
6 Apr

15 Mar

AFS-3/03:clp
5750

CHRONOLOGY OF QUTSTANDING EVENTS - 1974

Observed New Year's Day at Naval Supply Center Oakland,
California, as a unit of the Third Fleet

Underway for Subic Bay, R.P. for commencement of six
month deployment in the Western Pacifie

Rendezvoused with USNS PASSUMPSIC (TA0-107) for
remainder of transit to Subic Bay

Arrived Subic Bay, R.P. for provisions loadout at
Naval Supply Depot

Conducted replenishment operations with Amphibious Task
Group 76.4 and Attack Carrier Group 75.4 in the
Philippine Sea and Gulf of Siam

Inport Singapore at Man of War Anchorage, prior to
departure for the Indian Ocean

Underway, enroute Diego Garcia
Crossed the Equator at Longitude 84° - 35'F

Resupplied and visited Diego Garcia, U.K.

Underway, enroute Singapore

Conducted replenishment operations with Task Group 75:5
in the Arabian Sea

Conducted replenishment operations with Attack Carrier
Group 75.4 in the Bay of Bengal

Arrived Singapore at Berth 17, Anzuk Naval Base

Captain C. S. CHRISTENSEN, Jr., Prospective Commanding
Officer of USS NIAGARA FALLS, reported aboard

Underway, enroute Subic Bay, R.P.

Arrived Subic Bay for two-week maintenance period at
ALAVA Pier and one-week provisions loadout at NSD.

Captain C. S. CHRISTENSEN, Jr., USN, relieved Captain
C. R. LONG, Jr., USN, as Commanding Officer, USS NIAGARA

Enclosure (2)



AFS-3/03:clp
5750

FALLS. Commander Service Group THREE/CTF 73 attended.

1 Apr - Underway for Sea Trials; returned to port same day

7 Apr - Underway, enroute Kaosuing, Taiwan

8-10 Apr- Inport Kaosuing, Taiwan at Berth 17 for Fresh Stores
loadout

10-11 - Underway, entoute Hong Kong, B.C.C.

Apr

11-16 - Visited Hong Kong, B.C.C.

Apr

16 Apr - Underway, mutual exercises with USS JASON (AR-8)

17-18 - Participated in STRIKEX supporting USS ORIS and air

Apr units of the U.S5. Pacific Fleet

18-19 - Mutual exercises with USS MAUNA KEA (AE-22)

Apr

20-27 - Inport Subic Bay at RIVIERA Pier

Apr

27-28 - Underway for Sea Trials

Apr

29-30 - Underway for local operations in Subic Bay Operating Areas

Apr

1-4 May - Inport NSD Subic Bay

4-8 May - Underway for local operations in the Philippine Sea

9 May - Enroute Kaosuing, Taiwan

11-14 - Inport Kaosuing, Taiwan at Berth 17 for provisions loadout

May

14-15 - Underway, enroute Subic Bay, R.P.

May

16-20 - Inport NSD, Subic Bay

May

20-21 - Underway, enroute Keelung, Taiwan

May
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22-25
May

26 May
27 May
28-30
May

30-31
May

1 Jun

7 Jun

10 Jun

12-14
Jun

14 Jun

15-23
Jun

24 Jun

24-26
Jun

27-30
Jun

1-9 Jul

9-11
Jul

11 Jul

23 Jul
24 Aug

AFS-3/03:clp
5750

Visited Keelung, Taiwan

Underway, enroute Subic Bay, R.P.

Conducted replenishment operations with units of
Amphibious Task Group 76.4

Inport NSD, Subic Bay
Underway, enroute Kaosuing, Taiwan
Arrived Kaosuing, Taiwan for Tender Availability (TAV)

with USS SAMUEL GOMPERS (AD-37)

Rear Admiral WU, Superintendant, Fourth Naval Shipyard,
R.0.C., visited the ship

Underway, enroute Subic Bay, R.P.

Inport NSD, Subic Bay

Underway for local operations in Subic Bay Operating Areas

Inport Subic Bay for repairs to Steering Gear and
Provisions Loadout

Underway for Sea Trials and Ammunition Loadout

Inport NSD, Subic Bay
Underway, enroute Yokosuka, Japan

Inport, Yokosuka, Japan

Participated in Unilateral Antisubmarine Warfare Exercises
with surface units of U.S. Pacific Fleet

Departed exercise area for Naval Supply Center Oakland,
California

Inport NSC Oakland for post deployment leave and upkeep
period
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24 Aug
10 Sep

10 Sep

11-16
Sep

16-20
Sep

20-30
Sep

30 Sep
19 Oct

19 Oct
3 Nov

3 Nowv
31 Dec

AFS-3/03:clp
5750

Inport NSC Oakland for regular overhaul preparation and

- supply offload

Underway for ammunition offload in San Francisco Bay,
Anchorage 14

Inport NSC Oakland

Inport Mare Island, California for supply offload
Inport NSC Oakland

Drydocked at Bethlehem Steel Shipyard, San Francisco,
Drydock #2

Moored at Bethlehem Steel, Pier #5

Moored Pier #64, AAA Shipyard, San Francisco, California
for regular overhaul
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COMMANDING OFFICERS OF USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3)

Captain H. C. HOLLEY, USHN
29 April 1967 to 31 August 1968

Captain A. F. HUFF, USN
31 August 1968 to 11 February 1970

Captain E. M. COCKE, USN
11 February 1970 to 20 October 1971

Captain C. C. CARTER, USN
20 October 1971 to 30 September 1972

Captain C. R. LONG, Jr., USH
30 September 1972 to 15 March 1974

Captain €. S. CHRISTENSEN, Jr., USN
15 March 1974 to Present
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NARRATIVE OF EVENTS - 1974

The USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3) with Captain Charles R.
Long, Jr. Commanding, observed New Year's Day at the Naval
Supply Center, OQOakland, California. Having recently completed
an- extensive supply loadout, the ship was fully prepared for
her upcoming six month deployment to the Western Pacific, for
which she departed on 3 January 1974. 1In company with the U. S.
Naval Ship PASSUMPSIC (TAO-107), the NIAGARA FALLS transited the
Pacific Ocean in twentyrdays, arriving in Subic Bay, Republic of
the Philippines, on 23 January. After a brief resupply loadout
period in Subic Bay, the ship departed for local operating areas
on 29 January to replenish an Attack Carrier Group including
USS HORNE (DLG-30), USS KIRK (DE-1087), USS BRONSTEIN (DE-1037),
and USS KITTY HAWK (CVA-63). Upon completion, the ship transited
to the Gulf of Siam where she conducted replenishment operation
with Surface Units of Amphibious Ready Group 76.4 during the
period 2-3 February. Ships replenished included USS BREWTON
(DE-1086), USS SOMERS (DDG-34), USS MOUNT VERNON (LSD-39), USS
MOBILE (LKA-115), USS BARBOUR COUNTY (LST-1195), and USS OKINAWA
(LPH-3) ., Taking two days to complete this replenishment, the
FALLS departed the Gulf of Siam for Singapore on 3 February,
anchoring at Man of War Anchorage near that city on the following
day. Expecting to remain at anchor for three days, the ship
commenced loading fresh produce upon arrival. However, due to
terrorists taking over a Ferry anchored nearby, the ship was
required to shift anchorages that same evening. The remainder of
the loadout, performed entirely by small boats:.and requiring
considerable skill by both the Deck and Supply departments, was
completed without incident. The ship departed Singapore on 6
February, with Diego Garcia as her next destination. She crossed
the Equator at Longitude 84°-35'E, and on 10 February conducted
the traditional Navy ceremonies associated with this event. The
Ship arrived at Diego Garcia on the 13th of February and re-
plenished the horse shoe - shaped island initially by Helicopter
and later by boat due to engine problems with both Helicopters.
The FALLS departed on 15 February and rendezvoused with Surface
Units of Task Group 75.5 in the Arabian Sea, which she replenished
during the period 17-23 February. Ships replenished included
USS MISPILLION (AO-105), USS SCHOFIELD (DEG-3), and USS
BAINBRIDGE (DLGN-25). This replenishment included Fleet Transfer
of sixty-six personnel reporting to their new commands who had
been aboard since the ship departed Subic Bay in January. From
here the FALLS transited to the Malacca Straits, and prior to
entering, again replenished the Carrier Task Group including
USS KITTY HAWK and her escorts. The ship arrived in Singapore
for the second time on 5 March and berthed at Anzuk Naval Base,
north of the city. This berthing enabled the ship's company to
perform a large number of maintenance projects that were required
due to the six week journey into the Indian Ocean. In addition,
inport services were provided to the USS UTE (ATF~76) and USS
SCHOFIELD. While in Singapore the prospective Commanding Officer
of USS NIAGARA FALLS, Captain Charles S. Christensen, Jr.,
reported aboard.
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After completing another brief resupply loadout of fresh
produce the ship departed for Subic Bay and a two week maintenance
and one week loadout period. Enroute ro Subic Bay, replenishment
services were provided to the U. §. Naval Ship TALUGA (TA0-62)
while simultaneously refueling from her. Soon after arrival in
Subic Bay, Captain Christensen relieved Captain Long as
Commanding Officer of the NIAGARA FALLS in a relieving ceremony
on 15 March. Attending the ceremony was Commander Service Group
THREE/CTF 73, Real Admiral J. D. Johnson, USN.

After successfully completing sea trials, the ship proceeded
to Kaohsiung, Taiwan on the 6th of April. Enroute she replenished
the USS ROBERT E. PEARY (DE-1037) and USS HAROLD E. HOLT (DE-1074).
Arriving in Kaohsiung on 8 April, the ship immediately began load-
ing stores, and the following day provided inport replenishment
services to USS BADGER (DE-1071), USS FORT FISHER (LSD-40), USS
ST. LOUIS (LKA-116), and USS GOMPERS (AD-37). The USS SCHOFIELD,
USS HAROLD E. HOLT, and USS BREWTON were also "inrepped" at this
time,.

On 10 April the ship departed Kaohsiung for Hong Kong, B.C.C.
and the first chance of rest and relaxation for her crew, a well
deserved break from nearly four full months of underway steaming.
Upon arrival in Hong Kong on the 1llth however, it was requested
that replenishment services be provided to the U. §S. Defense
liaison Office (USDLO) in the city, and the other U. S. Navy ships
inport at the time, including USS SCULPIN (SSN-590), USS JASON
(AR-8), and USS HORNE.

The ship departed from Hong Kong on 17 April and for two days
participated in a simulated wartime exercise with Surface and Air
Units of the U. S. Pacific Fleet. Participating units included
USS KITTY HAWK, USS SCULPIN, and two patrol gun-boats. This
exercise marked one of the first instances a ship of the AFS-1
class took part in a major exercise involving Seventh Fleet Units.
Immediately following the exercise, replenishment services were
provided to USS O'CALLAHAN (DE-1051), USS RICHARD S. EDWARDS
(DD-950) , USS MORTON (DD-948), USS HASSAYAMPA (AD-145), and USS
HALSEY (DLG-23). In addition, mutual exercises were conducted
with the USS MAUNA KEA (AE-22) on 18 April, Upon return to
Subic Bay on 20 April, the FALLS remained inport for eight days
while the ship's crew effected major repairs to her steering gear,
a source of problems frequently throughout the cruise. In addi-
tion, inport replenishment services were provided to the USS
ORISKANY (CVA-34) and other U. S. Navy Surface Units inport at
that time.

The ship successfully completed sea trials on 27-28 April,
and on the 29th replenished the USS SACRAMENTO (AQOE-1), USS
OKLAHOMA CITY (CLG-5), USS KITTY HAWK, and USS KIRK. Returning
to Subic Bay on 1 May, she loaded out for upcoming services with
Amphibious Ready Group 76.4 and the Attack Carrier Group composed
of the KITTY HAWK and her escorts. This major replenishment,
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conducted on 8-10 May, was performed for the most part during

the night, involving considerable skill with each participating
ship. It should be noted that these operations transpired with

no casualties sustained by the NIAGARA FALLS or by personnel aboard
ships that were replenished.

On 11 May the ship returned to Kaohsiung, Taiwan, and remained
inport until the 1l4th, replenishing U. S. Navy Surface Units
present there, and again taking on fresh produce. The FALLS re-
turned to Subic Bay on 16 May, and after a four day loadout period,
steamed to Keelung, Taiwan, for four days of rest and relaxation.
The ship departed Keelung on 27 May and enroute to Subic Bay re-
plenished Amphibious Ready Group 76.4 on the evening of 27 May.
Arriving in Subic on the 28th, additional stores were taken on for
upcoming services to ships awaiting supplies in the Philippine
sea. These services were provided on 30 May to the USS GURKE
(DD~-783), USS BAUSELL (DE-845), and USS JUNEAU (LPD-10).

Having been scheduled for tender availability (TAV) for the
period 1-10 June, the ship once again transited to Kaohsiung,
Taiwan, this time mooring alongside the USS SAMUEL GOMPERS. The
Tender Availability was abruptly halted when typhoons in the area
threatened to enter close to the Taiwan coast. Departing with
the GOMPERS on 8 June, the ship returned to Subic Bay on the 10th,
having successfully evaded the threatening typhoon.

The FALLS remained in Subic until 14 June, returning to sea to
replenish the USS TURNER JOY (DE-95) and USS RANGER (CVA-61) on
the 14th and 15th.

The ship again returned to Subic the following day for a two
week upkeep period. These two weeks allowed the ship's company
to perform a great deal of required maintenance that had been de-
layed due to the increased tempo of operations during the past
two months. In addition to this work, inport services were pro-
vided to the USS BRADLEY (DE1041), USS JOHN S. McCAIN (DDG-36),
USS NEW ORLEANS (LPH-11), USS CAYUGA (LST-1186), USS POINT
DEFIANCE (LSD-31), USS BRISTOL COUNTY (LST-1198), USS MARS (AFS-1),
USS KILAUEA (AE-26), USS CHICAGO (CG-11), USS BAUSELL, USS GURKE,
USS SACRAMENTO, USS ST. LOUIS, USS HASSAYAMPA, USS RACINE, USS
MASON, and USS JUNEAU.

The ship departed Subic Bay for the last time on 27 June and
steamed toward Yokosuka, Japan for a final port call and one week
maintenance period prior to departing for the United States.
While enroute to Yokosuka, the FALLS replenished the USS MASON
(DD-852) and performed a ten hour Conventional Supply Offload
(CONSOL) with the USS WHITE PLAINS (AFS-4). Inspite of a few
temporary delays caused by equipment breakdowns, this major
evolution was accomplished with exceptional speed.
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The ship arrived in Yokosuka on 1 July and while inport
effected repairs to radar equipment and engineering spaces in
preparation for an upcoming Antisubmarine Warfare Exercise (ASWEX)
and the transit Stateside. The ship departed Yokosuka on 9 July,
and transited to a predetermined exercise area to rendezvous with
additional ships that were to participate in the exercise. For the
following day and half, the FALLS participated in numerous Anti-
submarine Warfare Exercises with the USS HOEL (DDG-13), USS RICHARD
B. ANDERSON (DD-786), and USS SAILFISH (SS-572). These exercises
offered the officers and crew the opportunity to not only observe
Antisubmarine Warfare Tactiecs but also to actually participate in
ASW Exercises. The successful completion of this exercise demon-
strated that a ship of the AFS-1 class could indeed be utilized as
an Antisubmarine Unit, a concept not fully recognized.

On 11 July the ship departed the exercise area for Oakland,
California, having completed one of her more successful deployments
since commissioning in 1967. Since arriving in the Western Pacific
the FALLS had spend ninety-four days inport and eighty-six days
underway, performing one houndred fourteen major replenishments,
including eighty Vertical Replenishments (VERTREPS) and seventeen
Conventional Replenishments (CONREPS). She issued over 1,990 short
tons of cargo, received over 1421 short tons, issued 151,500
gallons of Naval Distillate (ND) Fuel, and received 1909,600 gallons.
In addition 193 shorts tons of Fleet Freight, 14,296 pounds of mail,
and 188 passengers were transferred.

The transit back to the states proved to be just as busy as the
earlier parts of the cruise, as a great deal of topside painting,
maintenance, and general work was accomplished which vastly improved
the external appearance of the ship. TIn spite of frequent delays
caused by poor visibility and having to avoid major storm areas,
the FALLS still managed to return to Oakland by the scheduled date
of 23 July, six months to the day after arriving in Subic Bay.

For the following month until 24 August, the ship balanced a post
deployment leave and material upkeep period with the commencement
of offloading the vast number of stores still held in the holds of
the ship. For the period 24 August - 10 September the ship's
company continued to offload stores and continued preparation for
the regular overhaul starting in Octoberl  In addition, general
training was conducted by all departments, including a fast cruise
on 3 September, and Independent Steaming Exercises (ISE) on 10
September. Due to the fact that a significant portion of the up-
coming overhaul was to be performed by the ship's force, considerable
effort and attention was devoted to the management of man hours and
material at all levels of the ship's organization. On 10 September,
the ship anchored in San Francisco Bay to offload nonexpended
ammunition. After an overnight stay in the bay, the ship returned
to NSC Oakland to continue offloading stores. A major supply off-
koad was conducted at Mare Island, California, 16-20 September,
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in addition to the offload of the Supply Operations Assistance
Program (SOAP) materials. ALl ship's personnel devoted many
hours toward the completion of this offload in order to return
to Oakland by 20 September. Here the FALLS remained until 30
September, continuing the major task of preparing for the ship's
first overhaul and drydock period since 1971.

On 30 September the ship shifted berths to Bethlehem Steel
Corporation shipyard, San Francisco, for the drydock phase of a
six month overhaul. Once in drydock, major work projects were
begun to improve engineering spaces and the large number of equip-
ments required to operate the ship. On 19 October, the FALLS
shifted berths and moored to pier #5, Bethlehem Steel Shipyard,
where she remained until 3 Nov. From here the ship moored to
pier 64, Triple "A" Shipyard, San Francisco, for the remainder of
her regular overhaul to be completed in March 1975.
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